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To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County  during  1947,  together 
with  a report  upon  the  Medical  and  Dental  Inspection  and 
Treatment  of  School  Children  for  the  year  ending  31st  July, 
1947. 

An  important  reorganisation  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  took  place  during  the  year  when  Mr  George  Wilson 
was  appointed  Chief  County  Sanitary  Inspector.  A report  by 
Mr  Wilson  upon  the  work  of  his  Department  is  included. 

The  year  1947  is  the  last  of  an  old  order,  for,  with  the 
introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  1948,  many 
changes  will  take  place  that  will  affect  considerably  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and  help,  and 
the  members  of  my  Staff  who  have  so  ably  assisted  me. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


County  Buildings, 
Dumfries. 


S.  K.  DRAINER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1947  is 
as  follows  : — 


Landward  ... 

...  44,819 

—Annan 

...  4,402 

Sanquhar  ... 

1,982 

Lochmaben 

1,121 

Lockerbie  ... 

...  2,736 

Moffat 

...  2,004 

Langholm 

...  2,321 

Total  ... 

...  59,385 

This  is  an  increase  of  2,233  as  compared  with  the  estimate 
for  1946. 

Marriages. 

Four  hundred  and  fifteen  marriages  took  place  during  the 
year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  7-0  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

Births. 


The  births,  corrected  for  Transfers,  in  the  County  Landward 
and  in  the  Small  Burghs  during  1947  were  : — 


(a)  County  Landward  ... 

937 

Male. 

502 

Female. 

435 

Illegitimate. 

93 

(b)  Burghs — 
Annan 

94 

46 

48 

5 

Sanquhar 

47 

30 

17 

1 

Lochmaben  ... 

22 

11 

11 

1 

Lockerbie 

55 

33 

22 

4 

MofFat 

34 

20 

14 

3 

Langholm 

43 

32 

11 

3 

Total 

1232 

674 

558 

110 

2 


The  birth-rate  of  20 ’7  is  the  highest  recorded  for  twenty 


years. 

The 


The 

total. 


decennial  averages  since  1881  have  been  : — 


1881-1890 

1891-1900 

1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1947 


28 

38 

25 

34 

23 

43 

22 

04 

21 

50 

15 

96 

17 

92 

illegitimate  births  amounted  to  8 9 per  cent. 


of  the 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  823, 
of  which  432  were  of  men  and  391  of  women.  The  death-rate, 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex,  was  12'3,  which  is  equal  to  the  average 
of  the  past  ten  years. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  deaths  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : 
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Cause  of  Death 

All 

Ages 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85 

and 

over 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

4 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system 

27 

5 

11 

5 

2 

3 

1 

. . . 

• . . 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . . 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

Other  infectious  and  parasitic 

diseases 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  tumours  . . . 

107 

3 

10 

7 

22 

38 

23 

4 

Tumours  (non -malignant) 

2 

2 

Diabetes  mellitus 

2 

1 

1 

Other  general  diseases 

9 

3 

1 

3 

2 

Meningitis,  diseases  of  spinal 

cord 

2 

1 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ... 

107 

2 

6 

11 

36 

40 

12 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

8 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Heart  disease  ... 

292 

7 

20 

40 

92 

97 

36 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

21 

1 

. • . 

1 

1 

3 

12 

3 

Bronchitis 

17 

1 

4 

9 

3 

Pneumonia  ...  .*.. 

30 

9 

1 

. . . 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

6 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

9 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

2 

4 

1 

. . . 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  (all  ages) 

4 

4 

Appendicitis 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  liver 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

9 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Nephritis,  acute  and  chronic  . . . 

14 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary 

system 

8 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

3 

3 

. . . 

Puerperal  causes  other  than 

sepsis 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of 

movement  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth,  malformation,  etc  . . . 

35 

33 

... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Old  age 

23 

12 

11 

Suicide  ... 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Road  transport  accidents 

9 

2 

2 

i 

... 

2 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

Other  violence 

26 

2 

1 

1 

l 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

13 

2 

... 

l 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

5 

2 

1 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

823 

57 

10 

7 

9 

15 

27 

38 

47 

108 

206 

223 

76 

4 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Of  the  823  deaths,  57  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one 
year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  46  per  1000  live  births 
is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County.  The  causes  of 
death  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Number  of  Deaths. 
1946.  1947 

Tuberculosis 

...  1 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

...  0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

...  0 

2 

Influenza 

...  1 

1 

Meningitis 

...  0 

I 

General  Diseases 

1 

0 

Nervous  Diseases 

1 

0 

Bronchitis 

...  2 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  17 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea... 

...  3 

4 

Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

Congenital  Conditions  ... 

...  31 

33 

Violence  ... 

...  1 

2 

Tumour  ... 

...  1 

0 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

Other  Diseases  ... 

...  0 

2 

Total  ... 

...  63 

57 

Maternal  Mortality. 

During  the  year  under  review  two  mothers  died  following 
childbirth,  giving  a maternal  mortality-rate  of  T6  per  1000 
births. 

Still-Births. 

Forty-six  babies  were  still-born.  This  gives  a rate  of 
36  per  1000  total  births  (including  still-births). 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

There  were  twelve  deaths  (six  male  and  six  female)  from 
the  principal  epidemic  diseases — equivalent  to  O' 20  per  1000  of 
the  population. 
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Cancer  Deaths. 

One  hundred  and  seven  persons  (58  males  and  49  females) 
died  of  cancer — nine  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths. 

During  the  year  30  persons  died  from  various  forms  of 
tuberculosis.  In  27  cases  the  disease  was  of  the  pulmonary 
type  and  in  three  cases  non-pulmonary.  The  equivalent  death- 
rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0'51  per  1000  of  the 
population — the  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  rates  being 
045  and  0 06  respectively. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  dining  the  year  from  the  County  Land- 
ward and  Small  Burghs.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded 
in  Dumfriesshire.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
notifications  received  of  the  various  diseases,  with  the  corre- 
sponding figures  for  the  previous  seven  years  for  comparison  : 


Infectious  Diseases. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  notified,  63,  was  the 
lowest  on  record.  Except  in  one  case  in  which  the  illness  was 
most  severe,  the  type  of  disease  continues  to  be  very  mild.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  no  return  cases  and  very  few 
complications. 

Diphtheria. — In  no  instance  has  the  decline  in  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  been  more  marked  than  in  diphtheria.  The 
number  of  notifications,  18,  is  extraordinary.  It  is  even  more 
remarkable  that,  of  these  patients,  only  nine  were  considered, 
after  investigation,  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease.  In  three 
of  these  cases  a positive  throat  swab  was  obtained,  while  the 
diagnosis  in  the  remaining  six  cases  was  made  on  clinical 
findings.  Four  of  the  patients  had  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria.  It  was  again  noteworthy  that  the  disease  affected 
more  persons  in  the  older  age-groups.  Only  one  patient  was 
of  school  age,  and  the  ages  of  the  others  ranged  from  19  to  43 
years. 

The  typing  of  the  various  strains  of  C.  diphtheriae  was 
continued  during  the  year  at  the  County  Laboratory. 


Distribution  of  C.  diphtheriae  Types  (1947). 


Area. 

Type. 

Gravis. 

Intermedius. 

Mitis. 

Atypical. 

Total. 

Dumfriesshire 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Kirkcudbrightsh  ire 

2 

2 

0 

0 

4 

Wigtownshire 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Dumfries  Burgh  ... 

6 

*3 

0 

2 

11 

Total 

10 

6 

1 

2 

19 

* Includes  one  nasal  strain  proved  to  be  virulent. 


The  peroentagee  of  each  type  isolated  during  the  past  five 
years  were  : — 


Year. 

Gravis. 

| 

Intermedius.  . 

Mitis. 

Atypical. 

1943  ... 

80-2 

11-7 

8-1 

1944  ... 

78-2 

15-7 

5-2 

0-7 

1945  ... 

550 

19-5 

24-5 

0-8 

1946  ... 

57-9 

23-8 

13-9 

4-4 

1947  ... 

62-6 

31-6 

5-3 

10-5 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  pre-school  children  inoculated  ...  ...  ...  998 

Number  of  school  children  inoculated  ...  ...  ...  374 

Number  of  maintenance  doses  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  984 

Poliomyelitis. — The  most  interesting  feature  of  epidemiol- 
ogical interest  during  1947  was  an  outbreak  of  infantile  paralysis. 
Sporadic  cases  of  the  disease  have  been  recorded  in  previous 
years  but  no  comparable  outbreak  has  occurred  in  the  area. 
In  all,  46  patients  were  notified  as  suffering  from  acute  anterior 
poliomyelitis  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  six  cases. 
The  first  case  occurred  in  Clarencefield  in  July  and  the  last  in 
the  Lockerbie  district  during  October. 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution. 

Age. 

Male. 

Female. 

Under  1 year 

2 

... 

1-4  years 

3 

3 

5-14  years  ... 

10 

9 

15-24  years 

2 

3 

25-34  years 

2 

2 

35-45  years 

... 

1 

Over  45  years 

... 

3 

Total 

... 

19 

21 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  cases  occurred  amongst 
children  of  school  age. 


Geographical  Distribution. 


The  two  areas 

most  affected 

were  the  parishes  of  Beattock 

and  Morton. 

Lochmaben  Burgh 

1 

Lockerbie  Aren 

5 

Moffat  Burgh 

1 

Moffat  Area 

...  16 

Dumfries  Area 

...  4 

Langholm  Area  ... 

...  1 

Thornhill  Area 

...  10 

Sanquhar  Area  ... 

2 

Types  of  the 

Disease. 

Non-paralytic  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Paralytic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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In  those  patients  who  developed  paralysis,  the  nervous 
system  was  involved  as  follows  : — 


Lumbar  or  sacral  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Thoracic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lower  cervical  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Upper  cervical  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bulbar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebral  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Degree  of  Paralysis. 


Maximum  Paralysis. 
Slight  ...  7 

Moderate  ...  6 

Severe  ...  9 


Residual  Paralysis - 
7 

3 

4 


Mortality. — Three  patients  (two  males,  aged  26  years  and 
fourteen  months,  and  a female,  aged  8 years)  died  of  the  disease. 
In  each  case  the  disease  was  of  the  bulbar  type  giving  paralysis 
of  the  pharynx  and  larynx.  The  mechanical  respirator  was 
used  for  eight  hours  in  one  instance  without  avail. 


Treatment. — Thirty  patients  were  admitted  to  Lochmaben 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  All  patients  with  paralytic  forms 
of  the  disease  were  seen  during  their  stay  in  the  Hospital  by  an 
orthopaedic  surgeon  and  those  requiring  further  orthopaedic 
treatment  were  transferred  to  the  Grove  Hospital.  Thanks 
are  due  to  the  staff  of  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary 
for  making  possible  this  continuity  of  treatment. 

Three  patients  received  treatment  by  the  mechanical 
respirator,  successfully  in  two  cases. 

Epidemiology.— It  would  seem  that  the  outbreak  of  infantile 
Para;*^sis  was  very  much  wider  than  might  be  judged  from  the 
figures  oi  — -t;fi cations.  A detailed  investigation  was  carried 

out  amongst  chilciro.  ;n  attendance  at  Beattock  School.  Rather 
more  than  half  the  chilcn^.  complained  of  fever,  core  throat, 
neck  rigidity,  backache  or  other  sy^toms  which  might  well 
indicate  the  pre-paralytic  stage  of  the  diseaoo.  TVo  0f  the 
children  attending  the  school  developed  paralysis. 
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In  the  Thornhill  area  the  majority  of  cases  occurred  amongst 
adults. 

One  child,  residing  at  one  of  the  most  isolated  cottages  in 
the  county,  developed  a severe  form  of  the  disease,  but  no  source 
of  his  infection  could  be  discovered. 


Infective  Jaundice. — A child  was  admitted  to  Lochmaben 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  from  a Children’s  Home  in  the 
county  suffering  from  severe  jaundice.  She  died  on  the 

following  day  and  a post-mortem  examination  failed  to  elicit 
the  aetiology  of  the  condition.  Subsequently,  two  other 
children  and  three  of  the  nursing  staff  at  the  Home  developed 
mild  attacks  of  jaundice.  Laboratory  investigation  excluded 
the  possibility  of  Weil’s  Disease  in  each  case. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases.— There  was  nothing  of  special 
importance  to  record  during  the  year.  No  cases  of  food 

poisoning  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  primary  notifications  of 
persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  any  form  was  95.  Of 
these,  82  were  confirmed  after  investigation  to  be  suffering  from 
the  disease.  This  represents  a rate  of  P4  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  trend  of  the  tuberculosis  notification 
rate  for  the  past  22  years  is  shown  in  the  graph  opposite. 

The  notifications  are  divided  into  sex  and  distribution  of 
the  disease  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Female  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Total  ...  ...  ...  64 


Non-  pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Male  . . . 

Female 


11 


Total 


All  Forms — Male 

Female 


38 

44 


Total 


82 
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Incidence  in  County  Districts. 


District. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulrnonary. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  ‘ 

Dumfries 

3 

4 

1 

0 

8 

Thornhill 

3 

6 

3 

1 

13 

Sanquhar 

4 

3 

1 

0 

8 

Annan 

3 

5 

2 

3 

13 

Gretna. . . 

5 

6 

0 

1 

12 

Lockerbie 

6 

6 

3 

1 

16 

Moffat 

3 

3 

0 

1 

7 

Langholm 

0 

4 

1 

0 

5 

Total 

27 

37 

11 

7 

82 

Contact  Examinations. 

During  the  year  123  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with 
patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  were  X-rayed  at  Loch- 
maben  Sanatorium.  That  this  important  branch  of  anti- 
tuberculosis work  is  being  developed  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  corresponding  figure  of  contacts  examined  during  the  previous 
year  was  83,  of  whom  only  31  were  X-rayed.  Thirty-three  of 
the  contacts  examined  during  1947  were  found  to  be  infected 
with  tuberculosis  and  of  these  five  required  sanatorium  treat- 
ment. 


Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  In-patients. 

The  shortage  of  nursing  staff  at  Lochmaben  Sanatorium 
continued  to  give  cause  for  concern.  The  steady  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  in  the  Sanatorium  Out-patient. 
Department  has  still  further  aggravated  the  position. 

The  following  table  refers  to  patients  who  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of 
one  patient  who  was  treated  at  Robroyston  Sanatorium.  Glasgow, 
and  one  at  Hairmyres,  all  the  patients  referred  to  received 
treatment  at  Lochmaben  Sanatorium. 
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Age  Group. 

Sex. 

Number  of  Pat 

I 

IENTS 

In  Insti- 
tutions 
on  1st 
January. 

Admitted 

during 

the 

Year. 

Dis- 

charged 

during 

the 

Year. 

Died 
in  the 
Institu- 
tions. 

In  Insti- 
tutions 
on  31st 
Decem- 
ber. 

. Adult 
>> 

K- 

d 

M. 

11 

9 

6 

3 

11 

F. 

18 

23 

16 

7 

18 

c 

pEl  Children  . . . 

M. 

2 

2 

3 

0 

1 

F. 

4 

4 

4 

0 

4 

t?  Adult  ... 

d 

g§ 

M. 

3 

2 

1 

0 

4 

F. 

0 

5 

4 

0 

1 

pL|  Children  . . . 

M. 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

F. 

4 

2 

4 

0 

2 

Total  ... 

43 

48 

40 

10 

41 

(b)  Out-patients. 

The  work  amongst  out-patients  is  tabulated  below. 

Number  of  attendances  by  patients  at  Lochihaben  Sana- 
torium (O.P.D.)  for  refills  of  artificial  pneumothorax  451 
Visits  to  homes  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  ...  ...  509 

Visits  to  homes  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  ...  1286 
X-ray  examinations  (including  contact  examinations)  ...  306 

Tuberculosis  shelters  in  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Patients  receiving  extra  nourishment  ...  ...  ...  76 

Laboratory  Examinations. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  examinations 
carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory  in  respect  of  patients 
suffering  from,  or  suspected  to  suffer  from,  tuberculosis  : — 


Jan.— 

April- 

July- 

Oct.- 

March 

Juno 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Total 

Sputa 

27 

39 

27 

17 

110 

Pus  ... 

1 

0 

2 

4 

7 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluids 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Pleural  and  Other  Fluids... 

2 

2 

2 

3 

9 

Faeces 

0 

0 

2 

%■ 

2 

4 

Urine 

0 

2 

i 

3 

6 

Total  ... 

30 

43 

36 

30 

139 

14 


Roll  of  Tuberculous  Patients. 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there 
were  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  337  persons,  resident  in 
the  County,  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  The 
following  table  shows  the  classification  of  these  patients 
according  to  the  localisation  of  the  disease  : — 


Age  Groups. 


Pulmonary. 

Sputum  not 
present 

-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35—45  45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

M. 

1 

5 

3 

5 

7 

4 

6 

1 

32 

F. 

1 

5 

3 

10 

22 

3 

4 

1 

49 

Sputum  not 
examined 

M. 

... 

... 

i 

1 

1 

1 

4 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Sputum  positive 

M. 

... 

... 

... 

5 

10 

7 

7 

4 

33 

F. 

... 

... 

... 

10 

15 

5 

10 

1 

41 

Sputum  negative 

M. 

1 

1 

4 

11 

7 

8 

3 

35 

F. 

2 

2 

6 

3 

6 

1 

20 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Tuberculosis  of 
abdomen 

M. 

1 

4 

5 

3 

1 

... 

... 

14 

F. 

... 

1 

4 

5 

9 

1 

2 

... 

15 

Tuberculosis  of 
spine 

M. 

1 

... 

2 

4 

1 

1 

9 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

i 

1 

2 

i 

... 

6 

Tuberculosis  of 
bones  and  joints 

M. 

... 

2 

... 

3 

5 

2 

3 

1 

16 

F. 

... 

n 

O 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

9 

Tuberculosis  of 
glands 

M. 

2 

2 

8 

2 

... 

... 

... 

14 

F. 

2 

1 

7 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

23 

Lupus 

M. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F. 

... 

2 

1 ' ... 

- 

3 

Tuberculosis  of 
other  organs 

M. 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

i 

... 

7 

F. 

... 

... 

i 

2 

1 

1 

... 

5 

Total 

7 

26 

37 

61 

90 

46 

55 

15 

337 

15 


Tuberculosis  Maintenance  Allowances. 

Number  of  applications  received  from  1942 — 31/12/47  ...  49 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  applications  rejected  for  medical  reasons  ...  13 

Number  of  applications  rejected  for  financial  reasons  ...  9 

Number  of  applications  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  patients  who  ceased  to  receive  payments  on 

expiry  of  time  limit  or  for  other  causes  ...  ...  17 


At  the  end  of  the  year  six  patients  were  receiving  payments. 

Payments  made  during  1947  ...  ...  £404  11  8 

Payments  made  since  inception  up  to  31/12/47  ...£1512  17  9 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  235  new  patients  were  examined  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  new  patients  seen  at  the  Clinic  since  1939  : — 


Year. 

Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

N.-Sp.  Yen. 

Non-Yen. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1939 

9 

2 

19 

4 

8 

8 

2 

0 

50 

1940 

23 

11 

39 

2 

12 

6 

3 

5 

101 

1941 

25 

23 

38 

16 

12 

2 

9 

16 

141 

1942 

63 

36 

36 

17 

17 

6 

22 

22 

219 

1943 

42 

19 

39 

18 

24 

11 

31 

52 

236 

1944 

66 

29 

21 

9 

24 

12 

33 

36 

230 

1945 

22 

32 

45 

27 

15 

11 

27 

52 

231 

1946 

38 

46 

78 

29 

40 

3 

39 

32 

305 

1947  ... 

28 

28 

52 

13 

33 

21 

30 

30 

235 

16 


The  work  of  the  Clinic  during  the  year  is  set  out  in  the 
following  tables  : — 


Syphilis. 

Gonor- 

rhea. 

Other 

Venereal 

Diseases. 

Non- 

Venereal 

Diseases. 

Toted. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

On  Register.  1/1/47 

43 

60 

19 

3 

8 

2 

0 

0 

135 

Transferred  in  from 
other  Centres 

13 

7 

13 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

39 

New  Cases  ... 

28 

28 

52 

13 

33 

21 

30 

30 

235 

Defaulted 

18 

26 

35 

7 

10 

1 

0 

2 

99 

Transferred  to 
other  Centres 

15 

11 

9 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

37 

Discharged — Cured 

1 

3 

20 

8 

25 

22 

29 

29 

137 

Died  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Still  attending, 

31/12/47 

50 

55 

20 

1 

7 

0 

1 

2 

136 

Total  Attendances  at 
V.D.  Clinic 

613 

948 

235 

47 

128 

47 

35 

48 

2101 

Admitted  for  Indoor 

Treatment 

33 

33 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

73 

Number  of  Days’ 
Residence 

407 

707 

35 

9 

32 

0 

4 

9 

1203 

Area. 

Syphilis. 

Gonor- 

rhoea. 

Other 

Venereal 

Diseases. 

Not 

Venereal 

Disease. 

Number 
of  Out- 
Patient 
Attend- 
ances. 

Number 

of 

In-Patient 

Days. 

Dumfries 
Burgh  ... 

16 

26 

20 

27 

1339 

431 

Dumfries 
County  ... 

20 

22 

19 

19 

421 

399 

Kirkcudbright 
County  ... 

11 

8 

10 

10 

253 

196 

Wigtown 
County  ... 

9 

9 

2 

3 

65 

177 

Services 

0 

0 

i 

1 

16 

0 

17 


I am  indebted  to  Dr  IVT  Mur  trie,  Cumberland  Infirmary, 
Carlisle,  for  the  information  that  18  patients  from  Dumfriesshire 
received  treatment  at  the  out-patient  clinic  there  during  1947. 
Ten  of  the  patients  were  males  and  eight  females.  In  addition, 
two  males  and  two  females  received  in-patient  treatment. 

Defence  Regulation  33b. 

Double  Contact  Notices. 

No  double  contact  notices  were  received  during  1947. 

Single  Contact  Notices. 

Notification  was  received  in  respect  of  one  female  who  was 
persuaded  to  attend  at  the  Clinic  and  was  found  to  suffer  from 
both  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea,  for  which  she  received  treatment. 

Defence  Regulation  33b  ceased  to  have  effect  as  from 
1st  January,  1948. 

TREATMENT  OF  DIABETES. 

Fifteen  patients  suffering  from  Diabetes  were  supplied  with 
insulin  at  a cost  of  £90  19s  7d. 

TREATMENT  OF  CANCER. 

Twelve  patients  were  accepted  for  in-patient  treatment  of 


Cancer  as  follows  : — 

Admitted  to  Glasgow  Western  Infir- 

Male. 

Female. 

No.  of 
Admissions. 

mary 

1 

1 

3 

Admitted  to  Cumberland  Infirmary, 
Carlisle 

2 

2 

Admitted  to  Shotley  Bridge  Hospital, 
Co.  Durham 

2 

3 

5 

Admitted  to  Edinburgh  Royal  Infir- 
mary ...  ...  ...  ...  * 

... 

3 

3 

HOSPITALS. 

The  work  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 

Hospitals 

at  Loch- 

maben and  Thornhill  during  1947  is 

shewn  in  the 

following 

tables  : 
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Lochmaben  I.D.  Hospital. 


Disease. 

In 

Hospital, 

1/1/47. 

Ad- 

mitted. 

Dis- 

charged. 

Died. 

In  No.  of 

Hospital,  In-patient 
31/12/47.  days. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

35 

39 

1 789 

Diphtheria  . . . 

1 

11 

9 

... 

3 237 

Pneumonia  . . . 

1 

8 

8 

... 

1 i 193 

Meningitis 

. . . 

3 

3 

. . . 

I 65 

Poliomyelitis 

. . . 

29 

26 

3 

353 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

2 

2 

... 

33 

Other  Diseases 

... 

17 

14 

3 

372 

Total 

7 

105 

101 

6 

5 2042 

Thornhill  I.D.  Hospital. 


Disease. 

In 

Hospital, 

1/1/47. 

Ad- 

mitted. 

Dis- 

charged. 

Died. 

1 

In  No.  of 

Hospital,  In-patient 
31/12/47.  days. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

23 

24 

! 841 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

. . . 

1 160 

Pneumonia 

11 

10 

1 283 

Measles  ... 

3 

3 

... 

32 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

79 

Scabies  ... 

9 

9 

... 

136 

Other  Diseases 

3 

3 

... 

57 

Total 

1 

57 

57 

... 

1 1588 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  statistics  relating  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  are  set  out  in  accordance  with  the  form  prescribed  by 
the  Department  of  Health. 


1.  Births. 


(a)  Total  number  of  births  ascribed  to  the  area  : — 

Live-births  ...  ...*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1232 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  : — 

Live-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  725 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


(b)  The  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area,  classified 
according  to  the  nature  of  attendance  at  confinement  : 
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(i)  Maternity  Services  Scheme  cases.  There  is  no  Maternity 
Services  Scheme  in  operation  in  this  County. 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases — 

(a)  with  doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  662 

(b)  with  midwife  alone  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

(c)  conducted  by  out-door  staff  of  institution  ...  nil 

(d)  without  doctor  or  midwife  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  Institutional  cases  (including  private  maternity 

and  nursing  homes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 


2.  Home  Visitation  during  Year. 

No.  visited  for 

first  time.  Total  visits. 

Expectant  Mothers*  ...  ...  667  2,387 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,334  12,150 

Children  (1-5  years)  ...  ...  329  10,567 

* These  figures  do  not  include  the  number  of  visits  paid  by 
midwives  in  attendance  at  confinements  as  midwives  or  maternity 
nurses. 

3.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

(i)  One  ante-natal  and  one  post-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Cresswell 
Counties  Maternity  Hospital  each  week. 

(ii)  There  are  no  clinics  in  the  area  maintained  by  voluntary 
bodies. 

(iii)  During  the  year  467  women  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics, 
making  1488  attendances.  151  visits  were  made  to  the 
post-natal  clinics  by  151  women. 


4.  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

No  clinics  were  provided  in  the  area  by  the  local  authority 
or  by  voluntary  bodies. 

5.  Special  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  no  special  treatment  centres  in  the  area.  During 
the  year  30  pre-school  children  were  admitted  to  Dumfries 
Infirmarj'  for  operative  treatment  of  conditions  of  the  ear, 
throat  and  nose  under  the  local  authority’s  scheme.  Similarly, 
five  children  received  in-patient  treatment  for  orthoptedic  con- 


dition.  One  pre-school  child  was  sent  for  examination  by  an 
ophthalmologist. 


6.  Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 

There  are  no  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  in  the  County. 

7.  Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes. 

The  conversion  of  Annan  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  into 
a children’s  home,  Springbells,  was  completed  during  the  year. 
Springbells,  which  has  accommodation  for  20  babies,  14  toddlers 
and  eight  children  of  school  age,  was  opened  in  July  as  a home 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

In  the  administrative  building  is  residential  accommodation 
for  Matron  and  nursing  and  domestic  staffs,  together  with  a 
fully  equipped  kitchen  and  other  offices. 

The  accommodation  for  babies  is  a large  nursery  for 
16  cots,  two  rooms  for  single  cots  and  one  room  for  two  cots. 
Experience  has  shown  that  the  large  nursery  is  unlikely  to  be 
required  for  this  purpose. 

The  block  used  for  toddlers  is  divided  into  a dormitory  and 
play-room  with  suitable  sanitary  annexes. 

The  school  children  are  accommodated  in  two  blocks.  One 
block  is  used  as  a dormitory  and  the  other  is  divided  into  a 
play-room  and  a study-room  for  the  children’s  use. 

The  grounds  and  gardens  are  quite  extensive. 

The  staff  consists  of  a Matron,  two  senior  nurses,  three 
probationers,  domestic  staff  and  a gardener.  The  nursing  staff 
will  require  to  be  increased  when  Springbells  is  fully  occupied. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  nine  children  were  in  residence. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Report  for  the  Year  ending  31st  July,  1947. 


1.  List  of  Staff. 

See  beginning  of  this  Report. 


2.  General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs 
Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries 
Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Primary  I mi(jer  e(jUCat,ion  authority 

(b)  Secondary  J J 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools  ... 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  ... 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  education  authority  and 

under  medical  inspection  ... 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  ...  ...  ...  11,853 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  ...  11,764  ft 


59,385 

25,800 

89 

1 

2 


3.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

The  maintenance  of  the  schools  in  the  County  is  under- 
taken by  the  County  Architect’s  Department.  Sanitary  con- 
veniences are  inspected  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  and  any 
advice  given  to  the  Teacher  or  recommendations  made  to  the 
County  Clerk. 


4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

This  is  the  same  as  in  the  Report  for  1945-46. 

Special  Cases. 

These  consist  of  children  referred  to  the  School  Medical 
Officer  at  his  routine  visit  to  the  school,  mainly  by  parents  or 
teachers.  A few  teachers  only  take  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity and  not  many  parents.  It  would  be  most  satisfactory 
if  teachers  or  parents  could  consult  the  School  Medical  Officer 
personally  at  a time  convenient  to  both,  or  give  full  particulars 
in  writing  concerning  any  child  requiring  special  attention. 
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Any  parent  is  at  liberty  to  refer  her  child  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  at  his  routine  visit,  and  such  request  is  always 
complied  with.  If  possible,  the  parent  should  attend  person- 
ally at  such  an  examination.  The  special  examination  of 
children  already  seen  by  their  family  doctor  is  not  encouraged, 
unless  at  his  request,  or  for  any  particular  reason  in  connection 
with  their  life  at  school. 

Number  of  parents  present  at  routine  examinations  : — 
Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  739  53*58% 

2nd  Age  Group  ...  29  2*81% 

3rd  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  3 0*28° 0 

4th  Age  Group  ...  ...  


5.  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

A.  General  Review. 


The  number  of  children  examined  at  sj’stematic  inspections, 
except  in  the  case  of  visual  acuity,  was— 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1748 

Girls  1830 


1.  Clothing. — Number  unsatisfactory — 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 0T4°o 

Girls  6 0*32% 


2.  Footgear.— Number  unsatisfactory — None. 

Footgear  is  now  more  easily  available  through  the  Education 
Committee.  Most  children  have  at  least  one  good  pair  of  shoes 
which  are  worn  when  the  child  is  presented  for  routine  inspection. 


3.  Cleanliness. 


(a)  Head  (Pediculosis) — 
Boys 
Girls 


33  1-88% 

221  1207% 


A considerable  number  of  the  children  are  still  infected 
with  pediculosis,  though  there  has  been  undoubted  improve- 
ment during  the  last  twenty  years.  Figures  may  not  show  this, 
because,  as  the  children  become  cleaner,  the  standard  of  absolute 
cleanliness  is  raised.  Infant  entrants  are  now  cleaner  than  they 
were,  as  the  parents  make  a special  effort  for  the  first  examination. 
The  higher  percentage  at  9 years  old  (Boys  2'96.  Girls  16  70) 
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bears  this  out.  This  also  shows  the  desirability  of  surprise 
inspections  of  heads,  particularly  in  the  infant  department.  In 
some  schools  the  source  of  infection  may  be  just  one  or  two 
families,  who  continue,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  school 
medical  officer,  nurse  and  teacher,  to  harbour  and  spread  around 
their  unwelcome  visitors.  The  main  source  of  infection  is  often 
from  a pre-school  child,  or  mother,  and  unless  these  are  treated 
as  well  as  the  school  children  there  is  little  hope  of  eradicating 
the  condition. 

(b)  Body  (Dirt) — 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  063% 

Girls  5 0-27% 

Fifteen  of  these  were  13  year  old  boys  and  girls. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  standard  will  be  raised  ; the  school 
medical  officers  might  ask  for  this  now,  except  in  the  case  of 
dirty  hands  and  nails,  where  improvement  is  not  likely  until 
better  washing  facilities,  with  hot  water,  are  available  in  schools. 
No  Pediculosis  of  the  body  was  found. 


4.  Skin. 


(a)  Head — Ringworm 
Impetigo 


None. 

7 

6 


23 

21 


None. 

3 


0-40% 

0- 32% 

1- 31% 
114% 


...  Boys  ... 

Girls  ... 

All  cases  but  one  were  in  infant  entrants. 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  Boys  ... 

Girls  ... 

These  consist  of  naevi  and  common  skin  conditions,  and 
call  for  no  comment. 

(b)  Body — Ringworm 

Impetigo  ...  ...  Boys  , 

Girls  . 

All  cases  were  in  infant  entrants. 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  Boys  . 

Girls  . 

The  slight  increase  this  year  was  among  the  infant  entrants. 

Other  diseases Boys  ...  66  3'78% 

Girls  ...  48  2'62% 

These  consist  of  naevi,  scars  of  burns,  and  other  common 
skin  conditions.  Any  difference  in  figures  from  last  year  is 


13 

16 


047% 


0-74% 

0-87% 
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more  likely  to  be  due  to  more  scrupulous  recording  of  minor 
conditions  than  to  actual  increase  of  disease. 

5.  Nutritional  State. 


Slightly  Defective  ... 

...  Boys 

...  355 

2003% 

Girls 

...  343 

18-74% 

Bad  ... 

...  Boys 

8 

046% 

Girls 

6 

032% 

The  percentage  is  much  the 

same  as 

for  last  year 

. The 

slight  degree  of  undernourishment  is  noted  about  equally  in 
both  sexes  and  in  all  age  groups  except  that  a very  few  16  year 
olds  show  any  evidence  of  undernourishment. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  assessment  of  the  nutritional  state 
cannot  be  accurately  measured.  The  results  of  the  clinical 
method  in  use  by  the  school  medical  officers  are  apt  to  vary 
according  to  the  individual  officer.  It  may  be  taken  that  there 
is  no  falling-off  in  the  general  nutrition  of  the  school  population, 
but  a considerable  percentage  of  the  children  do  fall  below  an 
optimum  standard. 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  ...  ...  ...  Boys  ...  305  17 ’45% 

Girls  ...  293  1601% 

These  conditions  are  not  noted  in  the  entrant  group  unless 
they  are  considered  to  require  treatment.  Figures  apply  mainly 
to  dental  caries,  though  there  are  a certain  number  of  cases  of 
unhealthy  gums,  alveolar  abscesses,  etc. 

No  particular  comment  is  called  for. 

It  is  left  to  the  school  dentists  to  notify  parents  of  any 
child  requiring  treatment  for  caries  or  any  orthodontic  condition. 

7.  Naso-viiarynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

d)  Obstruction  requiring  observation — 


Boys  ... 

56 

32% 

Girls  ... 

44 

2-4% 

(ii)  Obstruction  requiring  operation — 

Boys  ... 

33 

1-88% 

Girls  ... 

43 

2-34% 

(iii)  Other  conditions  ...  Boys  ... 

18 

1-03% 

Girls  ... 

2 

0T0% 

(iii)  Other  conditions 
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(b)  Throat — 

(i)  TonsiJs  requiring  observation — ■ 


Boys  ... 

140 

8-80% 

Girls 

162 

8-89% 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  operation — 

Boys  ... 

49 

2-8% 

Girls  ... 

63 

344% 

An  increase  over  last  year’s  figures  is  noted.  The  school 
doctors  have  observed  that  after  a period  of  severe  weather 
there  is  a crop  of  enlarged  tonsils  which  is  apt  to  persist.  This, 
of  course,  is  only  a predisposing  factor,  the  prevalence  of  colds 
has  a more  direct  effect. 


(c)  Glands — 


(i)  Requiring  observation  . . 

Boys  ... 

9 

0-51% 

Girls  ... 

7 

0-38% 

(ii)  Requiring  operation 

Boys  ... 

1 

0-06% 

Girls  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

No  comment  is  required. 

8.  Eyes. 

(a)  External  diseases — 

Blepharitis  ... 

Boys  ... 

17 

0-97% 

Girls  ... 

15 

0-81% 

Con  j uncti  vitis 

Boys  ... 

6 

0-34% 

> 

Girls  ... 

3 

0-16% 

Corneal  opacities 

Boys  ... 

3 

0-17% 

Girls  ... 

4 

0-21% 

Strabismus  ... 

Boys  ... 

16 

0-91% 

Girls  ... 

20 

1-09% 

Other  diseases 

Boys  ... 

5 

0-29% 

Girls  ... 

3 

0-16% 

The  figures  show  a slight  increase  over  last 

year 

in  inflam- 

matory  conditions  of  the  eye,  and 

a decrease  in 

strabismus 

among  the  boys  ; the  figure  for  last 

year  was  a 

highe 

r one  than 

usual. 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Total  number  of  children  examined — Boys  ...  1775 

Girls  ...  1700 

There  is  no  comment  to  make  this  year. 


26 


9.  Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 


Otorrhoea 

...  Boys  ... 

4 

0-23%. 

Girls  ... 

5 

027% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys  ... 

6 

0-34% 

Defective  Hearing — 

GirLs  ... 

5 

027% 

Grade  I. 

...  Boys  ... 

11 

063% 

Girls  ... 

6 

0*32%. 

Grade  II. a 

...  Boys  ... 

... 

... 

GirLs  ... 

1 

005% 

Grade  II. b 

...  Boys  ... 

... 

... 

Girls  ... 

1 

0 05% 

Grade  III. 

...  Boys  ... 

... 

... 

Girls  ... 

... 

The  figures  for  defective  hearing,  though  showing  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  are  not  considered  as  giving  any  indi- 
cation of  the  amount  of  deafness  among  the  children.  Facilities 
so  far  have  not  been  available  for  accurate  recording  of  the 
hearing  condition  of  pupils,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible 
at  least  to  attempt  this  in  the  future. 

10.  Speech. 

Defective  Articulation  ...  Boys  ...  19  1*09% 

Girls  ...  8 0-43% 

Stammering  ...  ...  ...  Boys  ...  8 0’46% 

Girls 

The  defective  articulation  occurs,  as  is  expected,  in  the 
entrant  group,  and  the  8 cases  of  stammering  are  all  in  boys. 
Children  with  stammers  who  may  require  treatment  are  now 
referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

Figures  for  the  group  are  not  given  here,  as  they  are  inade- 
quate. These  conditions,  apart  from  mental  deficiency,  are 
not  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  at  the 
routine  examinations.  The  figures  in  Table  II.  record  conditions 
noted  personally  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

A Child  Guidance  Clinic  was  formed  in  February,  1947,  in 
premises  in  Dumfries. 
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Children  are  now  referred  by  teachers  to  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic  ; usually  without  reference  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
The  School  Medical  Officers  continue  to  ascertain  mentally 
defective  children,  and  in  doubtful  or  difficult  cases  may  have 
the  assistance  of  the  Child  Guidance  team. 

Children.  Attendances. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  ...  46  304 

12.  Circulatory  System. 


(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 


(i)  Congenital 

..  Boys  ... 

7 

0-40% 

Girls  ... 

4 

0-21% 

(ii)  Acquired... 

..  Boys  ... 

17 

0-97 

Girls  ... 

17 

0-92% 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

..  Boys  ... 

77 

440% 

Girls  ... 

91 

L97% 

The  figure  for  acquired  heprt 

condition  in 

girls 

is  higher 

than  last  year’s,  which  was  unduly  low.  Figures  for  functional 
conditions  are  apt  to  vary  according  to  what  the  individual 
School  Medical  Officer  considers  worthy  of  record. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  Physician  are  being  used 
more  fully  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  abnormal  heart 
conditions. 


13.  Lungs. 


Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

Boys 

5 

0-29% 

Girls 

3 

0-16% 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

Boys 

2 

0-14% 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

Other  Diseases 

Boys 

...  40 

2-29% 

Girls 

...  35 

P91% 

Other  diseases  consist  entirely  of  temporary  catarrh 

of  the 

lungs,  which  is  found  mainly  in  the  entrant 

group,  and  to  a less 

extent  in  the  9-year-old  age  group. 

The  figures  show  only  a 

slight  increase  over  those  of  last  year. 

14.  Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital 

Boys 

12 

0-69% 

Girls 

11 

0-60% 

(b)  Acquired — 

Infantile  Paralysis 

Boys 

1 

0-06% 

Girls 

3 

0-16% 
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(c)  Acquired — 


Probable  Rickets 

Boys 

15 

0-86% 

Girls  ... 

6 

032% 

(d)  Acquired — Other  causes 

Boys  ... 

19 

1-09% 

Girls  ... 

46 

2-51% 

Of  the  deformities  due  to  infantile  paralysis,  none  occur  in 
the  entrant  group  ; there  are  2 girls  in  the  9-year-old  group, 
and  one  boy  and  one  girl  in  the  13-year-old  group.  Under 
acquired  deformities  (other  causes)  are  included  postural  defects 
of  a marked  character.  There  are  many  other  children  with 
less  marked  postural  defects  who  would  also  benefit  from 
remedial  exercises  given  by  a suitably  trained  physical 
instructress. 


15.  Infectious  Disease. 


Boys 

Girls 


014% 

0T0% 


16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33  1'88% 

Girls  35  191% 

Calls  for  no  comment. 


The  figures  for  Anaemia,  not  tabulated  under  any  of  the 
above  headings,  are  : — 

Boys  28  T60% 

Girls  23  T25% 


being  an  increase  in  girls  over  the  figures  of  last  veur.  The 
girls  affected  by  the  increase  are  in  the  3rd  and  4th  age  groups. 
This  diagnosis  was  by  means  of  clinical  observation  only,  no 
objective  test  being  performed. 
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B.  Statistical  Tables. 

Table  I. 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  : — 
A.  (1)  Systematic  Examinations. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants  ... 

648 

731 

1379 

2nd  Age  Group  ... 

...  540 

491 

1031 

3rd  Age  Group 

...  502 

541 

1043 

4th  Age  Group 

58 

67 

125 

Total 

...  1748 

1830 

3578 

(2)  Other  Systematic  Examinations. 

(i.e.  children  missed  at  age  group  but  subsequently  examined 


systematically.) 

Bo}7s.  Girls.  Total. 

165  150  315 

B.  Other  Examinations. 

(1)  Special  Cases  seen  at  Routine  Visits  ...  ...  ...  304 

Special  Cases  seen  at  Special  Visits  ...  ...  ...  71 

(2)  Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  4795 


(Defects,  3609  ; Uncleanliness,  1186). 

The  number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic 
Examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 


treatment : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

2nd  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

3rd  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

4th  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

Other  Systematic  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total  260 


Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness  at  Systematic 
Examinations 
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Table  II.  -Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Nature  of  Defect. 

Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 
3578 

Extr 

A-3TT8. 

Boys 

648 

Girls 

731 

No. 

% 

Xo. 

% 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory 

... 

i 

0.15 

2 

0.27 

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3.  Unoleanliness — 

Head 

... 

17 

2.62 

69 

9.43 

Body 

... 

1 

0.15 

... 

... 

4.  Skin. 

• 

(a)  Head — 

Ringworm 

... 

... 

Impetigo  

7 

1.08 

5 

0.68 

Other  Diseases 

... 

9 

1.39 

4 

0.54 

(b)  Body — 

Ringworm  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Impetigo  

3 

0.46 

... 

... 

Scabies 

... 

8 

1.23 

8 

1.09 

Other  Diseases 

29 

4.47 

19 

2.59 

5.  Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  Defective  

... 

132 

20.37 

147 

20.10 

Bad  

... 

1 

0.15 

2 

0.27 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  

... 

19 

2.93 

21 

2.85 

7.  Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

35 

5.40 

34 

4.65 

ii.  Obstruction  requiring  operation  ... 

22 

3.39 

33 

4.51 

iii.  Other  conditions  

... 

9 

1.39 

1 

0.13 

(b)  Throat — 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

... 

66 

10.18 

83 

11.35 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

... 

28 

4.32 

38 

5.19 

(c)  Glands — 

i.  Requiring  observation  

... 

* 

0.65 

2 

0.27 

ii.  Requiring  operation 

... 

1 

0.15 

... 

...  < 

8.  Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

4 

0.65 

3 

0.41 

Conjimctivitis 

1 

0.15 

... 

Corneal  Opacities  

1 

0.15 

1 

0.13 

Strabismus  

9 

1.39 

17 

2.32 

Other  Diseases 

2 

0.31 

2 

0.27  i 

No.  examined 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

6 

75 

601 

Fair  

... 

488 

72.29 

415 

1 69.05 

Bad  

• •• 

26 

3.70 

24 

3.99 

Recommended  for  refraction 

... 

15 

2.22 

35 

5.82 

Examinations. 

Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Second  Age-Group. 

Third  Age-Group. 

Fourth  i 

Ige-Group. 

All  Ages. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

540 

491 

502 

541 

58 

67 

1748 

1830 

No. 

% No. 

O/ 

1 o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1 

0.18 

3 

: o.6i 

... 

1 

0.18 

... 

2 

[ 0.14 

6 

0.32 

16 

2.96 

82 

16.70 

70 

12.93 

33 

1.88 

221 

12.07 

1 

10 

1.99 

5 

0.92 

11 

0.63 

5 

0.27 

1 

0.18 

7 

0.40 

6 

0.32 

6 

1.11 

4 

0.81 

6 

1.19 

10 

1.84 

2 

3.44 

3 

4.47 

23 

1.31 

21 

1.14 

3 

0.17 

3 

0.55 

2 

0.40 

2 

0.39 

6 

1.10 

13 

0.74 

16 

0.87 

22 

4.07 

20 

4.07 

14 

2.79 

8 

1.47 

1 

1.72 

1 

1.49 

66 

3.78 

48 

2.62 

127 

23.52 

99 

20.16 

94 

18.72 

97 

17.94 

2 

3.44 

355 

20.03 

343 

18.74 

6 

1.11 

1 

0.20 

1 

0.19 

s 

0.55 

8 

0.46 

6 

0.32 

167 

30.92 

134 

27.29 

112 

22.31 

126 

23.29 

7 

12.07 

12 

17.01 

305 

17.45 

293 

16.01 

16 

2.96 

5 

1.02 

5 

0.99 

5 

0.92 

56 

3.20 

44 

2.40 

8 

1.48 

6 

1.22 

3 

0.59 

4 

0.75 

33 

1.88 

43 

2.34 

5 

0.92 

1 

0.20 

4 

0.79 

18 

1.03 

2 

0.10 

51 

9.44 

38 

7.73 

23 

4.58 

37 

6.83 

4 

5.97 

140 

8.00 

162 

8.89 

15 

2.77 

17 

3.46 

6 

1.10 

8 

1.47 

... 

49 

2.80 

63 

3.44 

4 

0.74 

3 

0.61 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.36 

9 

0.51 

7 

0.38 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.06 

7 

1.29 

7 

1.42 

5 

0.99 

5 

0.92 

1 

1.72 

17 

0.97 

15 

0.81 

2 

0.36 

1 i 

0.20 

3 

0.59  1 

2 

0.36 

6 

0.34 

3 

0.16 

1 

0.18 

3 1 

0.61 

1 

0.19 

... 

3 

0.17 

4 

0.21 

4 

0.74 

1 

0.20 

3 

0.59 

2 1 

0.36 

... 

16 

0.91 

20 

1.09 

2 

0.36 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.18 

... 

5 

0.29 

3 

0.16 

No.  examined 

1775 

1700 

52 

9.63 

47 

9.57 

49 

9.76 

53 

9.79 

5 

8.06 

6 

8.95 

594  1 

33.46 

521 

30.6 

16 

2.96 

18 

3.66 

3 

1.19 

H 

2.03 

1 

1.72 

2 

2.98 

48 

2.70 

79 

4.64 

5 

_°fL| 

12 

2.44 

3 

-J 

0.59 

— 

e 

1.10 

... 

2 

2.98 

23 

1.29 

55 

3.23 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages. 

E.vteakts. 

1 

Nature  of  defect. 

Boys 

648 

Girls 

731 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

9.  Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhcea  

2 

0.31 

3 

0.41 

Other  Diseases 

2 

0.31 

2 

0.27 

(b)  Hearing — 

Grade  I 

... 

1 

0.15 

3 

0.41 

Grade  n.a  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III 

... 

... 

... 

10.  Speech. 

Defective  Articulation  

17 

2.62 

7 

0.9i 

Stammering  ... 

2 

0.31 

... 

... 

ll.  Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

(a)  Backward  

... 

1 

0.15 

... 

... 

(b)  Dull  

4 

0.65 

2 

0.27 

(c)  Mentally  Defective  (educable) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  (ineducable) 

... 

... 

... 

(e)  Highly  Nervous  or  Unstable  ... 

1 

0.15 

i 

0.1S 

(f)  Difficult  in  Behaviour  ... 

... 

... 

... 

12.  Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

1.  Congenital 

1 

0.15 

i 

0.13 

ii.  Acquired  

7 

1.08 

5 

0.68 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

36 

5.55 

41 

5.60 

(c)  Anaemia 

... 

18 

2.77 

9 

1.23 

13.  Lungs. 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

... 

3 

0.46 

1 

0.13 

Suspected  Tuberculosis  

... 

1 

0.15 

1 

0.13 

Other  Diseases  

27 

4.16 

24 

3.28 

14.  Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital  

7 

1.08 

6 

0.82 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  Rickets)  

6 

0.92 

3 

0.41 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  Causes)*  

... 

5 

0.77 

10 

1.37 

16.  Infectious  Diseases 

1 

0.15 

2 

0.27  ; 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects  

16 

2.46 

14 

1.91 

- 

i 

Includes  postural  defects. 
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Examinations  (continued). 


Children  in  each  Age-Grout  suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  a 

ge-Group. 

Third  Ac 

ie-Group. 

Fourth  A 

ge-Group. 

ALL  ^ 

lGES. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

540 

491 

502 

541 

58 

67 

1748 

1830 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1 

0.20 

2 

0.39 

1 

0.18 

4 

0.23 

5 

0.27 

3 

0.61 

4 

0.79 

6 

0.34 

5 

0.27 

5 

0.92 

1 

0.20 

4 

0.79 

1 

0.18 

1 

1.72 

1 

1.49 

11 

0.63 

6 

0.32 

1 

0.20 

... 

1 

0.05 

... 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.05 

i 

0.18 

1 

0.20 

1 

0.19 

19 

1.09 

8 

0.43 

3 

0.55 

... 

1 

0.19 

2 

3.44 

8 

0.46 

1 

0.06 

... 

10 

1.85 

5 

1.02 

6 

1.19 

12 

2.21 

... 

20 

1.14 

19 

1.03 

2 

0.36 

3 

0.61 

2 

0.39 

1 

0.18 

4 

0.23 

4 

0.21 

1 

0 18 

1 

0.06 

... 

2 

0.36 

... 

3 

0.17 

1 

0.05- 

3 

0.55 

1 

0.20 

3 

0.59 

2 

0.36 

7 

0.40 

4 

0.21 

1 

0.18 

11 

2.24 

6 

1.19 

i 

0.18 

•3 

5.17 

17 

0.97 

17 

0.92 

27 

5.00 

23 

4.68 

14 

2.79 

23 

4.25 

4 

5.97 

77 

4.40 

91 

4.97 

6 

1.11 

1 

0.20 

4 

0.79 

11 

2.03 

2 

2.98 

28 

1.60 

23 

1.25 

2 

0.36 

1 

0.20 

1 

0.18 

5 

0.29 

3 

0.16 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.04 

1 

0.05 

10 

1.85 

7 

1.42 

3 

0.50 

4 

0.75 

40 

2.29 

35 

1.91 

1 

0.18 

5 

1.02 

4 

0.79 

12 

0.69 

11 

0.60 

2 

0.40 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.18 

... 

1 

0.06 

3 

0.16 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.40 

6 

1.19 

1 

0.18 

2 

3.44 

15 

0.86 

6 

0.32 

4 

0.74 

16 

3.25 

10 

1.99 

16 

2.95 

... 

4 

5.97 

19 

1.09 

46 

2.51 

1 

0.18 

! ... 

| ... 

2 

0.14 

2 

0.10 

5 

0.92 

9 

1.83 

11 

2.19 

11 

2.03 

1 

1.72 

1 

1.49 

33 

1.88 

35 

1.91 

Table  III. — Systematic 


EXTB 

A3TTS. 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

I.  Children  free  from  defects  

641 

46.48 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from— 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses 

1 

0.07 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  the  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment  

18 

1.30 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

• 

Total  

19 

1.37 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  antici- 
pated within  a few  weeks 

236 

17.11 

IY.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from)  defect  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  in  II.  or  III., 
distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

457 

33.13 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

26 

1.88 

Total  

483 

35.02 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

1379 

... 

“ Other  ” Systematic  Examinations 
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Medical  Examinations. 


Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Age-Group. 

Age-C 

tROUP. 

Age-Group. 

Total. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

368 

35.69 

487 

46.69 

72 

57.60 

1568 

43.82 

24 

2.32 

24 

2.30 

7 

5.60 

56 

1.56 

160 

15.51 

128 

12.27 

13 

10.40 

319 

8.91 

6 

0.58 

4 

0.38 

10 

0.27 

190 

18.42 

156 

14.95 

20 

16.00 

385 

10.76 

107 

10.37 

81 

7.76 

8 

6.40 

432 

12.07 

• 

315 

30.55 

271 

25.98 

15 

12.00 

1058 

29.56 

51 

4.94 

48 

4.60 

10 

8.00 

135 

3.77 

365 

35.49 

[ 

319 

30.58 

25 

20.00 

1193 

33.33 

1031 

1043 

... 

125 

- 

3578 

are  not  included  in  this  table.  , 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in 

the  Area. 


Disability. 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools. 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 

TOTAL. 

1.  Blind  

... 

2 

... 

2 

2.  Partially  Sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect  the  eye 
condition 

2 

a 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye,  e.g. 
cataract,  ulceration,  etc.,  which 
render  the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or  to  see 
well  enough  to  be  taught  in  an 
ordinary  school  

18 

18 

3.  Deaf — 

Grade  I.  * 

20 

20 

Grade  Il.a  

5 

... 

... 

5 

Grade  Il.b  

i 

... 

... 

i 

Grade  III 

7 

... 

7 

4.  Defective  Speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 
special  educational  measures 

4 

4 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special  edu- 
cational measures 

4 

... 

... 

4 

5.  Mentally  Defective  (Children  between  5 
and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approximately 
50-70)  

15 

56 

6* 

77 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less  than 
50) 

3 

... 

15 

IS 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

10 

10 

(b)  Severe  (Suitable  for  care  in  a resi- 
dential school)  

... 

... 

2 

2 

7.  Physically  Defective  (Children  between 
5-16  years) — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (ex- 
cluding cervical  glands) 

4 

4 

(b)  General  Orthopedic  Conditions 

07 

i 

2 

100 

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease 

54 

... 

... 

54 

(d)  Other  Causes  of  Ill-health 

i 

i 

2 

8.  Multiple  Defects  ... 

0 

... 

7 

16 

* Includes  3 who  left  school  before  the  age  of  16. 
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6.  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 


Total 

Treated  by 
Family 
Doctor 

Treated 

under 

County 

Council’s 

Scheme 

Treated  in 
Hospital  or 
by  Private 
Arrange- 
ment 

A.  Minor  Ailments  : — 

1.  Cuts,  Bruises,  etc. 

2.  Diseases  of  the  Ear 

22 

4 

8 

10 

3.  Diseases  of  the  Eye 

32 

6 

3 

23 

4.  Diseases  of  the  Skin — 

(a)  Ringworm  (Scalp) — X-ray 

Do.  Other  treatment 

(b)  Ringworm  of  the  Body 

(c)  Scabies  

13 

10 

3 

(d)  Impetigo  

15 

10 

• 5 

(e)  Other  Diseases  

89 

2 

87 

B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint : — 
Refractions  ... 

327 

327 

Provision  of  Spectacles 

219 

... 

212 

7 

C.  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat : — 

Operative  Treatment  

415 

415 

D.  Orthopaedic  Treatment  

... 

40  (O.P.D.) 

10 

(“  Cuts,  bruises,  etc.,”  Returns  from  nurses  ceased  during  the  war, 
hence  no  return  for  1946-1947.) 


7.  DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

During  the  jmar  all  schools  in  the  County  have  been  visited 


for  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment.  The  following  schools 
have  been  visited  twice  : — 

Penpont. 

Moniaive. 

Moffat  Academy. 

Hutton  Hall. 

Crossford. 

Durisdeer. 

Carronbridge. 

Tynron  Upper. 

Holywood. 

Ruth  well. 

Sanquhar  Academy. 

Keir. 

Mouswald. 

Woodside. 

Kirkconnel. 

Collin. 

Davington 

Barndennoch. 

Brydekirk. 

Gretna  Public. 

Hutton. 

Kirkpatrick  -Fleming . 

Langholm  Academy. 

Eskdalemuir. 

Half-Morton. 

Eastriggs. 

Breconbeds. 

Torthorwald. 

Hoddom. 

Corrie. 

Tundergarth. 

Dalton. 

Sibbaldbie. 

Lockerbie  Academy. 
Dun  cow. 

Dalswinton. 

Trailtrow. 
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(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  : — 

(a)  Routine  age-groups. 

Age  5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  Tot&L 


968  991  1048  1049  1152  1080  1280  992  1034  508  220  103  519  10485 

(b)  Specials. 

1 5 9 2 6 9 4 8 15  4 3 1 67 


969  996  1057  1051  1158  1089  1284  1000  1049  512  223  104  51  9 10552 


(2)  Number  requiring  Treatment 
(2a)  Number  accepting  Treatment 

Number  of  children  Re-inspected  : — 
(a)  Routine  age-groups. 


Age  5 6 7 8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14  15  16 

347  373  381  382 

387 

391 

433 

333 

338 

119  36  ... 

(b)  Specials. 
1112 

4 

4 

2 

2 

5 

2 1 1 

348  374  382  384 

391 

395 

435 

335 

343 

121  37  1 

(3)  Number  Treated 

... 

. . 

• . . 

(4)  Number  of  attendances  made  for  Treatment 

(5)  Fillings  (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

(6)  Extractions  (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

(7)  Administrations  of  General  Anaesthetics 

(8)  Other  Operations  (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

Orthodontic  Appliances 
Partial  Upper  Dentures 
Acrylic  Jacket  Crowns 


8 

2 

3 


5741 

3217 


Total. 

3520 


26 


3546 


4107 

4454 

2465 

263 

594 

3116 

517 

69- 


8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

(a)  Physically  defective  children  attend  the  ordinary  school  if 

they  are  fit  to  do  so,  being  given  transport  if  necessary. 
Those  unfit  for  school  are  given  private  tuition  at  home 
in  cases  where  this  can  be  arranged. 

(b)  Blind  children  are  sent  to  the  Royal  Blind  School,  Edin- 

burgh. Partially  sighted  children  attend  the  ordinary 
schools,  being  given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

(c)  Deaf-mute  and  deaf  children  requiring  special  education  are 

sent  to  schools  in  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow. 

Partially  deaf  children  attend  the  ordinary  schools 
and  are  given  a favourable  seat  in  the  class. 

(d)  Mentally  defective  children. 

There  is  one  school  for  these  children  at  Catherine- 
field,  near  Dumfries,  with  2 teachers  and  a roll  of  21  boys 
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and  '14  girls.  There  is  one  Special  Class  at  Annan 
Academy,  with  one  teacher,  and  a roll  of  7 boys  and 
7 girls. 

The  Lockerbie  Special  Class  is  at  present  amalga- 
mated with  a Retard  Class  in  Lockerbie  Academy  ; the 
number  of  special  children  on  the  roll  is  6 boys  and  2 
girls.  In  cases  where  it  is  not  considered  possible  for 
a child  to  attend  at  one  of  the  special  classes,  the  child 
is  allowed  by  the  Committee  to  remain  in  the  ordinary 
school. 

(e)  Retarded  children. — Figures  are  not  available  this  year,  as 
the  Director  of  Education  informs  us  that  there  is  no 
proper  organisation  of  these  classes  in  the  County. 

9.  Arrangements  for  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene. 

No  records  were  made  during  the  past  year. 

Five  hundred  children  attended  the  school  camp  at 

Glengonar. 
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CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


In  the  Laboratory,  which  meets  the  administrative 
requirements  of  the  three  Counties,  chemical  and  other  examina- 
tions are  made,  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authorities  but 
also  for  approved  institutions  and  private  individuals.  Analyses 
under  the  latter  heading  form  only  a small  proportion  of  the 
total. 

The  work  includes  the  examination  of  water — for  Sanitary 
Fitness  or  other  purposes — Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent,  Milk  for 
compliance  with  the  various  Orders  ; Food  and  Drugs,  Fertilisers 
and  Feeding  Stuffs  under  their  respective  Statutes  and  Orders  ; 
Tar  for  Road  purposes  ; and  sundry  other  substances  which  may 
call  for  special  treatment. 

From  time  to  time  the  opinion  of  the  Laboratory  is  sought 
in  problems  of  a widely  varying  nature  which  arise  in  the  course 
of  the  various  activities  of  the  Local  Authority.  Some  of  these 
may  call  for  advice,  others  may  involve  a considerable  amount 
of  investigation  before  any  report  can  be  made. 

During  the  year  a total  of  4026  samples  were  submitted. 
Details  of  the  sources  of  these  are  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Analyses  made  for  the  County  Councils. 

(a)  Dumfriesshire. 

Samples  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  are 
mainly  of  Water  and  Milk. 

Water — Potable. 

(a)  District  Supplies. 

Regular  examinations  are  made  of  these  supplies  and  also 
of  samples  from  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm,  Lockerbie, 
Sanquhar,  and  Moffat. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  other  samples  examined  for 
potability  had  reference  to  proposed  new  supplies  or  to  com- 
plaints regarding  existing  ones.  None  presented  any  feature  of 
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special  interest,  although  14  samples  from  12  sources  contained 
Lead  in  amounts  varying  from  "008  to  056  part  per  100,000,  the 
latter  figure  being  slightly  in  excess  of  the  usual  accepted  limit 
of  05  part  per  100,000. 

Seven  samples  from  4 sources  contained  Zinc  in  amounts 
varying  from  '017  to  '14  part  per  100,000.  2 of  these  also 

contained  Lead  and  a third  sample  both  Lead  and  Copper,  but 
in  very  small  amounts. 


Water — River. 

No  samples  of  River  Water  were  received  during  the  year. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

Ten  samples  of  Sewage  Effluent  taken  from  Sanquhar 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  over  a period  of  four  days  were,  with 
one  exception,  highly  nitrified  and  well  purified  effluents.  The 
remaining  sample  was  less  satisfactory,  but  having  regard  to 
the  volume  of  diluting  water  available,  would  cause  no  nuisance. 

Two  samples  of  Crude  Sewage  and  one  of  Tank  Liquor 
were  of  “ very  weak  ” concentration,  and  2 samples  taken  from 
a burn  above  and  below  the  overflow  drain  were  unlikely  to 
cause  trouble. 

Milk. 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirteen  samples  received 
from  the  Dairy  Inspector  were  examined  for  Milk  Fat. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  these  consisted  of  Milk  sup- 
plied to  Schools.  They  contained  on  an  average  4'02%  of 
Milk  Fat  and  8-76%  of  Non-Fatty  Solids  respectively.  The 
Milk  Fat  Content  of  36  samples  was  less  than  the  3'4%  or  3’5% 
requirement  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  and  in  11  of 
these  less  than  the  3%  limit  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations. 

In  22  cases  the  percentage  of  Non-Fatty  Solids  was  below 
the  8‘5%  limit  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations.  Freezing  Point 
determinations,  however,  showed  that  in  20  cases  the  deficiency 
was  due  to  natural  causes,  and  in  the  remaining  2 cases  due  to 
the  addition  of  water. 

Fat  determinations  were  made  on  the  remaining  2147 
samples,  and  Table  1 summarises  the  results.  For  complete- 
ness the  results  of  the  School  Milk  received  are  included,  and 
for  convenience  the  figures  for  1946  and  for  1939. 
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Table  1. 


1947. 

1946. 

1939. 

January  ... 

...  3-90% 

3-91% 

404% 

February... 

...  4-02% 

3-89% 

4-14% 

March 

...  3-97% 

3-85% 

3.90% 

April 

...  3-91% 

3-76% 

3-96% 

May 

...  3-62% 

3-61% 

3-61% 

June 

...  3-65% 

3-65% 

3-76% 

July 

...  3-75% 

3-80% 

3-91% 

August  . . . 

...  3-95% 

3-77% 

3-94% 

September 

...  3-99% 

401% 

4-21% 

October  ... 

...  4-15% 

4-08% 

4-250/0 

November 

...  4-23% 

4-07% 

4-25% 

December 

...  4-11% 

4-06% 

4-16% 

Year 

...  3-94% 

3-87% 

4-00% 

The  averages  differ  little  from  those  of  the  previous  year 
and,  generally,  compare  not  unfavourably  with  those  obtained 
in  1939.  It  may  be  noted  in  passing  that  the  average  for  the 
year  is  slightly  less  than  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  samples 
taken  at  the  schools. 

Twenty-three  samples  were  submitted  by  the  Inspector  in 
the  course  of  investigating  various  complaints,  principally  of 
lowness  of  Non -Fatty  Solids. 

Two  of  these,  from  one  producer,  contained  S'82%  and 
9' 27%  of  Non-Fatty  Solids  respectively,  amounts  much  in 
excess  of  the  8‘5%  Non-Fatty  Solids  limit  of  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations. 

In  the  case  of  11  others,  involving  two  producers,  Freezing 
Point  determinations  showed  that  the  deficiencies  were  due  to 
natural  causes,  but  in  8 of  the  remaining  10  samples  (one  pro- 
ducer) similar  determinations  showed  that  the  deficiencies  were 
due,  not  to  natural  causes,  but  to  the  presence  of  extraneous 
water. 

Nine  samples,  examined  by  the  Phosphatase  Test,  were 
found  to  have  been  adequate^  heat-treated. 

This  test,  which  has  been  introduced  comparatively  recently, 
is  used  to  determine  the  adequacy  or  otherwise  of  Heat-treatment. 
Heat-treated  Milk  is  classified  as  (1)  sufficiently  heat-treated, 
(2)  insufficiently  heat-treated,  or  (3)  grossly  under-treated, 
according  to  the  intensity  of  the  blue  colour,  produced  under 
the  controlled  conditions  of  the  test,  and  measured  in  Lovibond 
Units  by  means  of  a comparator. 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  samples  received  from  the 
Inspector  appointed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are  con- 
sidered later  together  with  similar  samples  from  Kirkcudbright- 
shire and  Wigtownshire. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

Ten  samples  of  Fertilisers  and  15  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs 
were  received.  The  Fertilisers  consisted  of  2 samples  each  of 
Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  Sulphate  of  Potash  and  Superphosphate, 
and  1 each  of  Dried  Blood,  Hop,  Turnip,  and  Potato  Manure. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Turnip  Manure,  which  contained 
an  excess  of  Insoluble  Phosphoric  Acid  (to  the  advantage  of  the 
purchaser),  the  composition  of  the  samples  complied  with  the 
statement  on  the  label,  account  being  taken  in  each  case  of  the 
appropriate  Limit  of  Variation. 

The  Feeding  Stuffs  consisted  of  11  National  Feeding  Stuffs, 
3 samples  of  Oil  Cake,  and  1 of  Bean  Meal. 

Oil  in  excess  of  the  amount  stated  on  the  label  was  present 
in  5 samples,  2 of  which  also  contained  additional  Protein,  in 
each  case  to  the  advantage  of  the  purchaser.  The  composition 
of  2 National  Feeding  Stuffs  was  unsatisfactory.  Not  only  did 
they  contain  excessive  amounts  of  Fibre,  but  1 was  deficient  in 
Protein,  the  other  in  both  Oil  and  Protein.  The  composition 
of  the  remainder  was,  in  each  case,  in  accordance  with  the 
statement  on  the  label. 

Miscellaneous. 

Toxicological  examination  of  dead  Trout  afforded  no  con- 
firmation of  the  suggestion  that  death  was  due  to  arsenical 
posioning. 

Sea  Shells,  as  was  to  be  expected,  consisted  mainly  of 
Calcium  Carbonate,  with  small  amounts  of  siliceous  matter, 
compounds  of  Iron,  Aluminium,  Magnesium,  etc.  The  results 
afforded  no  grounds  for  thinking  that  burning  these  shells  for 
the  production  of  lime  would  give  rise  to  nuisance. 

Materials,  comprising  Cotton  Wool  Swabs,  Grate  Polish, 
and  a Metal  Covered  Statuette,  together  with  solutions  used  for 
hair  dyeing  and  permanent  waving,  were  submitted  on  behalf 
of  the  Chief  Constable.  Examination  of  these  established 
that  stains  on  a wall  were,  in  all  probability,  due  mainly  to  the 
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action  of  one  solution  on  the  wall  paint,  and  not,  as  had  been 
alleged,  to  malicious  action. 

Gingerbread  Pudding,  supplied  to  various  schools,  gave 
rise  to  widespread  complaints  that  it  contained  soap.  Portions 
tasted  in  the  Laboratory  showed  that  it  had  an  intense  “ soapy 
taste,  and  that  it  was  quite  uneatable. 

Analysis  showed  the  absence  of  soap,  and  on  inquiry  it  was 
found  that  the  ingredients  had  been  mixed  on  a Friday  and  the 
mixture  kept  in  a refrigerator  over  the  week-end.  It  had  then 
been  cooked  and  distributed  as  usual.  Further  investigations 
included  a series  of  experimental  bakings  using  mixtures  from 
which  one  or  more  of  the  ingredients  had  been  omitted. 

Consideration  of  the  results  indicated  that  the  substance 
causing  the  taste  was  produced  by  chemical  changes  taking 
place  in  one  of  the  ingredients — the  oatmeal — in  the  presence 
of  alkali  (baking  soda),  during  the  period  elapsing  between 
mixing  and  cooking,  and  that  the  other  fats  were  a contributory 
factor. 

Subsequent  discussions  with  bakery  experts,  who  had 
experienced  similar  troubles,  generally  confirmed  these  con- 
clusions. In  their  view,  decomposition  of  the  fat  in  the  oatmeal 
was  the  prime  cause.  The  remedy,  of  course,  is  to  ensure  that 
mixtures  containing  oatmeal  are  cooked  immediately  after 
preparation. 

Table  2 shows  the  various  samples  examined  on  behalf  of 
Dumfriesshire  County  Council. 

Table  2. 

Public  Health  Department. 

Water — Potable. 


(a)  S.W.  Supplies 

91 

(b)  Others... 

117 

208 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent 

•••  ••• 

15 

Milk — Full  Chemical  Examination 

289 

Fat 

...  2115 

Fat  and  Phosphatase 

9 

2413 

Miscellaneous — “ Materials  ” 

6 

Trout 

1 

Sea  Shells  ... 

1 

Gingerbread  Pudding 

1 

9 

222 

■"Food  and  Drugs 

... 



♦Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

• • • 

25 

2892 

* County  of  Dumfries  and  Burgh  J oint  Committee. 


(b)  Kirkcudbright  County  Council. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  samples  of  water  were  received. 
Of  these,  74  were  considered  suitable  for  dietetic  purposes, 
though  in  some  cases  after  filtration  or  chemical  treatment.  The 
latter  included  4 samples  from  two  proposed  new  supplies,  which 
had  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  providing  data  for  the  County 
Engineer.  Both  consisted  of  very  soft  water  of  acid  reaction, 
and  in  the  absence  of  chemical  treatment  would  exert  a strong 
metallo-solvent  action.  2 samples  were  regarded  as  of  usable 
quality,  while  32  were  unsatisfactory. 

Ten  samples  had  Hardness  ranging  from  13  to  28  parts  CaC03 
per  100,000,  i.e.  consisted  of  “ slightly  hard  ” to  “ hard  ” water. 
Generally  the  hardness  was  mainly  “ temporary,”  i.e.  was  due 
to  the  presence  of  soluble  Bicarbonates  of  Calcium  and  Magnesium. 
When  such  water  is  heated  these  are  decomposed,  yielding 
insoluble  Carbonates,  which  then  encrust  the  hot  water  pipes 
and  cause  “ furring  ” in  kettles.  In  one  instance  the  hardness 
was  almost  entirely  “ permanent,”  i.e.  was  not  removable  by 
boiling. 

Ten  samples  from  one  source  contained  compounds  of  Lead 
in  amounts  varying  from  T7  to  ’014  part  per  100,000,  the  first 
figure  being  much  in  excess  of  the  usually  accepted  safety  limit. 
Here  the  sample,  like  several  others,  consisted  of  water  which 
had  remained  in  the  pipes  overnight  (10-14  hours).  Later  “ over- 
night ” samples  contained  much  smaller  amounts,  well  within 
the  safety  limit,  but  also  contained  Copper,  presumably  the 
result  of  replacing  some  of  the  lead  j)iping  by  copper  piping. 
Lead  was  also  present  in  6 other  samples  (5  sources),  in 
3 instances  in  excessive  amounts. 

Seven  samples  (6  sources)  contained  Zinc  in  amounts  ranging 
from  ‘022  to  ’91  part  per  100,000.  Water  containing  the  latter 
amount  of  Zinc  cannot  be  recommended  for  dietetic  purposes, 
and  its  presence  indicates  that  the  galvanised  iron  portion  of 
the  system  is  being  corroded,  and  that  sooner  or  later  ” red  ” 
water  troubles,  due  to  Iron,  may  be  expected.  In  2 instances 
these  troubles  had  actually  arisen,  as  the  samples  contained 
not  only  Zinc  but  Iron,  the  latter  in  amounts  which  rendered 
the  water  quite  unusable  for  dietetic  purposes. 
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Milk. 

Three  hundred  and  seven  samples  were  submitted.  221, 
examined  for  Butter  Fat,  contained  on  an  average  3'84  per  cent., 
a figure  slightly  below  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous 
year  (4'01%),  and  for  the  figure  obtained  from  similar  samples 
taken  in  Dumfriesshire. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  samples  of  Heat-treated  and 
Pasteurised  Milk  (104  of  which  had  been  previously  examined 
for  Fat)  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test.  Of  these 
3 had  been  “ grossly  undertreated,”  and  1 “ insufficient!}'  heat- 
treated,”  indicating  that  on  the  whole  the  plants  were  being 
efficiently  operated.  The  results  are,  however,  slightly  less 
favourable  than  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  samples  received  from  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  are  considered  later  together  with  those 
from  Dumfries  and  Wigtown. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

No  samples  of  Fertilisers  or  Feeding  Stuffs  were  received. 

Table  3 shows  the  various  samples  examined  on  behalf  of 
Kirkcudbright  County  Council. 


Table  3. 


Water 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

119 

Milk — Fat 

117 

Fat  and  Phosphatase 
Phosphatase 

104 

86 

307 

Food  and  Drugs  ... 



251 

677 

(c)  Wigtown  County  Council. 

Five  samples  of  Water  were  received.  Of  these  3 were 
regarded  as  unsuitable  for  dietetic  purposes,  1 on  account  of 
the  presence  of  compounds  of  Lead,  while  Zinc  was  a contri- 
butory factor  in  the  case  of  another.  One  sample  was  of  usable 
quality  and  the  remaining  one  was  regarded  as  suitable  subject 
to  adequate  protection  being  given  to  the  source,  as  this  sample 
was  intended  to  augment  one  of  the  Local  Authority  supplies. 
It  consisted  of  a “ hard  ” water  (22  parts). 
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Milk. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-three  samples  of  Heat-treated  and 
Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test. 
171  samples  gave  negative  results,  showing  that  heat-treatment 
had  been  adequate.  Of  the  remaining  22  samples,  7 were 
classified  as  “ insufficiently  undertreated  ” and  15  as  “ grossly 
undertreated.”  Since  no  less  than  13  of  the  latter  came  from 
the  same  source,  the  results  may  be  taken  as  indicating  that,  with 
this  one  exception,  the  various  “ heat-treatment  ” plants  were 
being  operated  satisfactorily. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

Eighty-eight  samples  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  considered  later,  together  with  those  from  Dumfries  and 
Kirkcudbright . 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

No  samples  of  Fertilisers  or  Feeding  Stuffs  were  received. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  contents  of  a tin  of  Sausage  Vienna,  of  American  origin, 
of  which  complaint  had  been  made  regarding  the  odour  and 
taste,  were  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality  but  rather  highly 
spiced. 

Custard,  suspected  of  causing  sickness  and  diarrhoea,  was 
examined  for  deleterious  substances  with  negative  results,  and 
a Custard  made  in  the  Laboratory  from  the  suspected  ingredients 
produced  no  untoward  effects. 

Orange  Juice,  submitted  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  was 
found  to  be  free  from  the  commoner  irritant  poisons. 

Table  4 shows  the  various  samples  examined  on  behalf  of 
Wigtown  County  Council. 
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Table  4. 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5- 

Milk — Phosphatase  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Miscellaneous — Sausage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Semolina  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dried  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prepared  Custard  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Raspberry  Flavouring...  ...  ...  ...  I 

“ Egg  Yellow  ” Colouring  Agent  ...  ...  1 

Orange  Juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


293 

(d)  Dumfries  Burgh. 

Four  samples  of  water  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer 
were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  dietetic  quality. 

Milk. 

Seventy-five  samples  of  Heat-treated  and  Pasteurised  Milk 
were  subjected  to  the  Phosphatase  Test.  Three  samples  were 
found  to  have  been  “ grossly  undertreated  ” and  three  “ insuffi- 
ciently heat-treated.”  The  others  were  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  submitted  for  complete  chemical  analysis  were 
of  satisfactory  quality,  and  9 others,  including  4 examined  for 
Phosphatase,  all  contained  3'25%  or  more  of  Butter  Fat. 

Miscellaneous. 

Four  samples  of  Sweets  from  a consignment  suspected  of 
having  been  contaminated  by  disinfectant  were  found  to  be 
free  from  contamination. 

Table  5 shows  the  various  samples  examined  on  behalf  of 


Dumfries  Burgh. 

Table  5. 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milk — Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fat  and  Phosphatase  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Phosphatase  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Full  Chemical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

— 82 

Sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-one  samples  in  all  were  submitted 
on  behalf  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Dumfriesshire,  and  of  the 
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County  Councils  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  Wigtownshire. 
Particulars  of  these  are  shown  in  Appendix  2. 

Details  of  the  26  (4%)  certified  as  not  genuine  are  given  in 


Table  6. 

Dumfries. 

Sample 

No. 

Fat. 

Table  6. 

Adulterated  Samples. 

F.P. 

N.F.S.  Ash.  (Hortvet) 

Remarks. 

1340 

Milk 

3-49% 

8-12% 

■68% 

-0-504°  C. 

4% 

added  water. 

1345 

Milk 

4-03% 

8-23% 

•73% 

-0-525°  C. 

3% 

added  water. 

1348 

Milk 

3-96% 

8-30% 

•71% 

-0-513°  C. 

2% 

added  water. 

1349 

Milk 

3-63% 

8-19% 

•72% 

-0-522°  C. 

3% 

added  water. 

1353 

Milk 

2-40% 

8-81% 

•78% 

20% 

Def.  Fat. 

1479 

Milk 

3-07% 

7-79% 

-63% 

-0-500°  C. 

8% 

added  water. 

1480 

Milk 

3 00% 

7-74% 

•64% 

-0-490°  C. 

8% 

added  water. 

1481 

Milk 

3-37% 

7-58% 

•65% 

-0-501°  C. 

10% 

added  water. 

1484 

Milk 

3-71% 

7-43% 

•62% 

-0-496°  C. 

12% 

added  water. 

1492 

Milk 

3-83% 

7-99% 

•71% 

-0-498°  C. 

6% 

added  water. 

1525 

Milk 

3-02% 

6-08% 

•56% 

-0-370°  C. 

28% 

added  water. 

1526 

Milk 

3 00% 

5-83% 

•55% 

-0-370°  C. 

31% 

added  water. 

1527 

Milk 

2-97% 

6-96% 

•61% 

-0-443°  C. 

18% 

added  water. 

1528 

Milk 

2-89% 

6-94% 

•61% 

-0-432°  C. 

18% 

added  water. 

1529 

Milk 

3-03% 

5-94% 

•52% 

-0-381°  C. 

30% 

added  water. 

1530 

Milk 

3-58% 

7-82% 

•69% 

-0-465°  C. 

8% 

added  water. 

1531 

Milk 

3-35% 

7-37% 

•68% 

-0-433°  C. 

13% 

added  water. 

*1497  Soda  Water 
*1517  Mince 
*1552  Sausage  ... 


Kirkcudbright. 

Fat. 

Milk  2-65% 
Cough  Mixture 
Ferute 
Indigestion 
Mixture 


*212 

*1702 

*1710 


Sulphur  Dioxide — 240  parts  per  million. 

. Contains  Iron  Compoimds  equivalent  to  9 parts 
Iron  per  100,000. 

. Contains  Sulphite  Preservative  equivalent  to 
Sulphur  Dioxide — 200  parts  per  million. 

. Deficient  in  Meat  Content  to  the  extent  of  7-5  per 
cent,  or  thereby. 

F.P. 

N.F.S.  Ash.  (Hortvet)  Remarks. 

8-65%  -73%  11%  Def.  Fat. 

. Deficient  in  Glycerine  15%  or  thereby. 

. Contains  Magnesium  Carbonate  2-4%  or  thereby, 
a substance  not  declared  on  the  label. 


Wigtown. 


Milk 

Milk 


Fat. 

3-28% 

3-74% 


F.P. 

N.F.S.  Ash.  (Hortvet) 

7-97%  -66%  -0-496°  C. 

7-79%  -65%  -0-475°  C. 

* Informal  Samples. 


Remarks. 

6%  added  water. 
8%  added  water. 


Dumfries  Milk  samples  involved  five  vendors,  three  of 
whom  were  prosecuted,  while  the  others  were  warned. 

In  the  case  of  Milk  samples  Nos.  6 and  9 (Wigtown),  the 
defence  that  the  milk  was  as  it  came  from  the  cows  was  accepted 
by  the  Sheriff,  but  on  appeal  this  decision  was  reversed  and  the 
case  remitted  back  for  conviction. 
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The  presence  of  Iron  in  Soda  Water,  No.  1497  (Dumfries), 
was  probably  fortuitous,  as  a further  sample  was  satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  Sausage,  No.  1552  (Dumfries),  successful 
proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  a subsequent  formal  sample. 

In  neither  case  was  the  composition  of  Cough  Mixture, 
No.  1702  (Kirkcudbright),  nor  Indigestion  Mixture,  No.  1710, 
in  accordance  with  the  declaration  on  the  label.  The  first  was 
practically  devoid  of  Glycerine,  and  the  second  contained  an 
undisclosed  ingredient.  Representations  to  the  makers  of  the 
former  produced  a more  or  less  satisfactory  explanation  and  an 
undertaking  to  have  outstanding  stocks  recalled.  The  pharmacist 
responsible  agreed  that  Magnesium  Carbonate  was  present  in  the 
Indigestion  Mixture  and  undertook  to  amend  the  description 
accordingly. 

I have  no  information  regarding  any  action  taken  in  respect 
of  the  remaining  samples. 


Sundry. 

Forty-nine  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  other 
authorities  and  privately.  These  samples  came  mainly  from 
Wigtownshire  and  had  usually  been  taken  to  support,  claims 
for  grants  for  the  improvement  of  farm  supplies.  Of  forty-six 
examined  for  sanitary  fitness,  33  were  satisfactory,  although  in 
some  cases  filtration  was  recommended.  2 samples  were 
regarded  as  usable  and  11  as  unsuitable  for  dietetic  purposes. 

Seven  samples  contained  Lead,  while  3 contained  both 
Lead  and  Zinc,  in  some  cases  in  excessive  amounts.  Apart, 
from  one  sample  of  Hardness  28  parts,  and  2 others  of  Hardness 
20  parts  or  more,  none  calls  for  comment.  The  remaining  3 
samples  were  examined  for  suitability  in  darning.  One  con- 
tained Zinc  2’4  parts  per  100,000  and  was  considered  unsuitable 
for  watering  cattle,  another  unsuitable  for  general  dairy 
purposes,  while  the  third  was  satisfactory. 

Chemical  treatment  is  given  to  the  feed  water  entering  the 
boilers  used  for  steam  raising  at  Lochmaben  Sanatorium  to 
prevent  scaling  and  corrosion.  To  ensure  that  the  proportions 
of  chemicals  added  are  adequate  but  not  excessive,  periodical 
analyses  are  made  of  the  Boiler  Water  itself.  The  boiler-house 
staff  also  make  regular  tests  of  the  feed  water  for  alkalinity. 
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Treatment  has  long  become  a matter  of  routine,  and  during  the 
year  5 samples  sufficed. 

Sewage  Effluents  from  various  P.O.W.  Camps  are  examined 
for  the  Ministry  of  Works.  10  of  the  13  samples  examined 
satisfied  the  Bio-chemical  Oxygen  Demand  requirement  for  a 
“ Standard  ” Effluent,  i.e.  2 parts  per  100,000,  and  2 others  had 
a Bio-chemical  Oxygen  Demand  between  3 and  4 parts  and 
one  a Bio- chemical  Oxygen  Demand  of  6 parts,  the  last  figure 
being  rather  in  excess  of  the  Bio-chemical  Oxygen  Demand  for 
a “ bad  ” effluent  (5  parts)  from  filtration  using  the  classification 
suggested  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  specimens  were  received  for  toxicological  examination. 

The  remaining  samples  consisted  of  4 samples  of  Fertilisers, 
1 sample  of  Poultry  Meal,  and  2 samples  of  Milk  examined  for 
local  firms. 

These  sundry  samples  are  summarised  in  Table  7. 

Table  7. 


Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Water — Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sewage  Effluent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fertilisers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Poultry  Meal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk 2 


74 


JOHN  W.  HAWLEY. 
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Appendix  II. 

Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

Milk  

145(17)  122(1)  32(2) 

299 

20 

Milk  (Evaporated) 

1 2 

3 

Milk  (Malted) 

1 

1 

Butter 

10  5 7 

22 

Margarine 

10  9 5 

24 

Lard 

1 4 2 

7 

■Cheese 

4 ...  2 

6 

Cooking  Fat 

9 1 3 

13 

Sugar 

10  1 

11 

Jam/  Jelly 

1 2 

3 

Tea 

6 1 

7 

Coffee  Extract 

1 3 

4 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

Chocolate  (Drinking) 

1 

1 

Chocolate  (Cup)  ... 

1 

1 

Barley 

5 

5 

Barley  Crystals  ... 

1 

1 

Barley  Flour 

1 

1 

Rice  Flour 

1 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

4 3 

7 

Baking  Soda 

1 4 

5 

Baking  Powder  ... 

1 3 

4 

Egg  Substitute  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

Cinnamon 

2 1 

3 

Pepper 

...  • 5 2 

7 

Pepper  (Cayenne) 

1 

1 

Mustard  ... 

2 1 

3 

Mustard  Cream  ... 

1 

1 

Mustard  Condiment 

1 

1 

Ginger 

1 4 

5 

Nutmeg 

1 1 

2 

Cloves 

1 

1 

Spice 

1 

1 

Curry  Powder 

3 

3 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

Pickles 

1 

1 

Sauce 

1 

1 

Mince 

7(2)  1 

8 

2 

Sausage 

5(1)  2 3 

10 

i 

Beef  Paste 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

. Meat  (Potted) 

1 

1 

Stuffing 

1 

1 

Savormix  ... 

1 

1 

i Haggis  

1 

1 

* White  Pudding  ... 

1 

1 

* Pudding  Mixture 

2 

2 

i Pom 

1 

1 

Tinned  Vegetables 

1 

1 

Jelly  Mould 

1 

1 

Carry  forward 

139(5)  100(2)  96(8) 

335 

15 

54 


Appendix  II. — continued. 


Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

Brought  forward 

139(5)  100(2)  98(8) 

335 

15 

Jelly  Crystals 

1 

1 

Soup  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

lee  Cream 

16 

is 

• ... 

Apple  Juice 

1 

i 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

i 

Gelatine  ... 

1 

i 

... 

Soda  Water 

2(1) 

2 

1 

Sherbert  ... 

2 1 

3 

... 

Crayfish  ... 

1 

1 

Flavouring  (Rum) 

2 

2 

Flavouring  (Whisky) 

1 

I 

Flavouring  (Orange)  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Essence  of  Lemon 

1 

1 

Essence  of  Peppermint  ... 

1 ...  1 

2 

Aspirin 

1 1 

2 

Borax 

1 

1 

Bromide  of  Potassium  ... 

1 

1 

Boric  Acid 

1 

1 

Oil  (Castor) 

4 

4 

Oil  (Cod  Liver)  ... 

1 1 

2 

Oil  (Camphorated) 

1 

i 

Epsom  Salts  ...  ... 

1 2 

3 

Glycerine  ... 

1 

1 

Glycerine  (Honey  and  Lemon)  ... 

1 

1 

Cascara  Tablets  ... 

1 

1 

Gregory  Mixture 

1 

1 

Magnesia  Tablets 

1 

1 

Syrup  of  Figs 

1 

1 

Prepared  Chalk  ... 

2 

2 

Saccharin  ... 

i 

Sweetening  Tablets 

1 

i 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

i 

Tincture  of  Quinine  (Ammon.) 

2 

2 

Cough  Mixture 

4(1)  ... 

4 

1 

Indigestion  Mixture 

1(1)  ... 

1 

1 

Health  Salts 

1 

1 

Seidlitz  Powder  ... 

2 

o 

Vaseline  ... 

...  i ... 

1 

Total 

222(21)  251(3)  88(2) 

561 

26 

55 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Quarterly  samples  of  each  public  supply  in  the  County, 
including  that  of  the  Small  Burghs,  were  obtained  for  Bacterio- 
logical and  Chemical  examination.  With  the  exception  of 
Kirkconnel  (Old),  Sanquhar  and  Lockerbie,  these  examinations 
showed  the  supplies  to  be  satisfactory.  The  Kirkconnel  (Old) 
supply  will  be  discontinued  when  the  project  is  completed  to 
supply  the  area  with  water  drawn  from  the  Euehan.  The 
attention  of  the  Town  Councils  of  Sanquhar  and  Lockerbie  was 
drawn  to  the  condition  of  the  respective  water  supplies  of  these 
Burghs.  The  unsatisfactory  points  are  summarised  in  the 
following  notes  : — 

Sanquhar  Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  routine  examination  of  the  Burgh  water 
supply  was  carried  out  quarterly.  While,  in  the  main,  the 
results  of  the  Chemical  analysis  were  satisfactory,  Bacteriological 
examinations  gave  the  same  disturbing  picture  that  has  persisted 
for  some  years,  in  that  the  figure  for  typical  B.  Coli  was,  especi- 
ally in  the  last  two  quarters  of  the  year,  too  high.  There  is  the 
indication,  therefore,  that  pollution  of  the  supply  is  possible. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  carried  out  since  1943  are 
summarised  in  the  following  tables  : 
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1945. 

Dec. 

00  GO  (N 

^ COrfi 

OCO^<Nt*<M  -0  05  • 

waco-Hho  ! £oh^o 

1945. 

Sept. 

O O I-H  O 

00  <N  <N  IQ 

^<M<NCOO'-j^O»0© 

OCOHOO^^OOOh 

H 

1945. 

June. 

—4  IQ 

— < CO 

CO  D-  (M  t— 

COOOGOOCO-h— <—jOCOO 
lONOWCOOgiCOWOH 

t^cb^oo^^ooo^ 

d 

IQ  CO  CO 

IQ 

^ (N  05  IQ 

tJ(^QO0O(Mh  *0010 
MCp^WC0Og>OOO^ 

t^co^oo^^oooc^ 

1944. 

Nov. 

T*  T*i  <M  00 

•-H  f-H  GO 

H oo  05  lO 

OOtN^OOTji^HOOhO 

co^cocoo5gg99NON 

cbo^o^^oooot^ 

1944. 

July. 

HHT^CO 

Tt< 

CO  G5  lO 

^■^O^COmmmOCOO 

Hc?^^t7^ggoooco 

obcbcio^^^ooot^ 

1944. 

May. 

O O O CO 

GO  h (N  CO 

NNCOCONO^hOOO 
^COCpCOGOOggOGSIO(N 

CO^COOO^^OOOD 

1944. 

Feb. 

O O © <M 

CO  (M  CO 

Ot*t*O0Ct*^-  . O <M  O 

^ ^ gni  01  g o o o oi 

1943. 

Nov. 

H h N H 
i-h  CO 

<M  lO  ic 

COOOONO^-h^O^O 

1943. 

Aug. 

HHOM 

00  (N  lO  IO 

NCOt|MNOOO>hmO»00 
HOCOMCOOggOOO^ 
0^0100^^000^  ' 

1943. 

May. 

o O CO  H 

GO  <M  ic 

>0  000000^4  MOdO 

WCO^N^Oggog?N 

IC^^HOO^^O^O^- 

1943. 

Feb. 

O O t'* 
Ol 

CO  O 

COmOCICOCO 

T^GO  ^ ^OOOh.  oocoo 

WOCl^COOHOOOOW 

io  ^ h 6 o oooor- 

Date. 

Bacteriological. 
Presumptive  B.  Coli 
Typical  B.  Coli 
Agar  at  37°  C. 

Agar  at  Room  Temperature 

Chemical. 

Colour 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  i 

Saline  Residue 

Volatile  Matter 

Chlorides 

Nitrates 

Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 

Don  ... 

P.H.  Value 
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1947. 

Nov. 

CO  CO  t>  © 

oi  r- 

^ co  oi  ce  o*  — • © cc  — 
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cb©^©©^"©©^© 

1947. 

Oct. 

HhHb 

p-M 

co  © © 
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HOOHt-hgggCOOfl 

1947. 

July. 

lO  1C  t"  <M 
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'^<N<MOC0-h  — —OO  — 
NHHOOOggOnOCJ 

1947. 

Mar. 

3 

3 

2 

1000  + 

O © t" 

O CO  O O O CJ  --  oox  • 
COOJOOit^OgOO^rJjCp 
cbcbooo^ooo^c 

1946. 
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00  1C  iO  T* 

i—i 

^ 00  CT  lO 
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COiOCOXOOgr^ONOh 

6ibo66^r666cb 

1946. 

Sept. 

60 

... 

268 

DYB 
-904 
6-32 
2-72 
0-58 
Nil 
Nil 
0-006 
0-021 
0-684 
Nil 
6-8  . 

1946. 

May. 

OOH0 

00  HMN 

• o co  © 

©t^OJ©©^"  ©©©^ 

rH 

1946. 

Feb. 

CO  H 00 

<N  — 

00  00  © 00  © — < — * • © 00  • 
^©^GC©^^©©^!^ 

©dbr^l©©^^©©"'^ 

Date. 

Bacteriological. 
Presumptive  B.  Coli 
Typical  B.  Coli 
Agar  at  37°  C. 

Agar  at  Room  Temperature 

Chemical. 

Colour 

Total  Solids  ... 

Saline  Residue 

Volatile  Matter 

Chlorides 

Nitrates 

Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 

Iron  ...  ...  ...  ... 

P.H.  Value 

4 
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The  water  supply  of  the  Burgh  is  exceptional  in  that  it  is 
provided  by  the  Sanquhar  Water  Company,  Ltd.,  and  not  by 
the  Town  Council.  Nevertheless,  the  duty  of  providing  a pure 
and  wholesome  supply  of  water  for  the  Burgh  falls  on  the  Council. 
In  view  of  possible  developments,  it  might  be  appropriate  to 
describe  in  some  detail  the  Burgh’s  water  supply  and  indicate 
the  unsatisfactory  features  that  exist  at  present. 

The  supply  is  derived  from  two  sources  : — 

1.  An  intake  on  the  Glendyne  Burn  above  Old  Brandleys. 
From  its  source  to  the  point  where  water  is  extracted,  the  Glen- 
dyne Burn  flows  through  uncultivated  hill  country  where  there 
are  no  houses  and  no  source  of  pollution  is  known  to  exist.  The 
water  is  piped  to  the  reservoir  and  so  should  be  quite  satis- 
factory. 

2.  An  intake  on  the  Fingland  Burn  above  Mossholm.  The 
Fingland  Burn  is  less  satisfactory  as  a source.  The  intake  is 
above  any  likely  point  of  contamination,  but  the  pipe,  which  is 
carried  through  the  stream  a short  distance  below  Mossholm 
and  is  there  of  cement- jointed  fireclay  lengths,  has  been  found 
upon  occasion  to  be  holed  at  this  point. 

The  effluent  drain  from  the  farm  of  Clenries  is,  in  parts  at 
least,  of  unjoin  ted  pipes  and  runs  close  to  the  Fingland  Burn 
between  Clenries  and  the  reservoir.  In  this  part  of  its  course 
the  burn  is  open  to  pollution,  and  though  ordinarily  a sluice  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  reservoir  prevents  the  burn  water  itself 
gaining  access  to  the  supply,  the  sluice  has  been  opened  in  times 
of  drought. 

During  1947  a new  cottage  was  erected  in  the  vicinity  of 
Clenries,  but  every  precaution  was  taken  to  safeguard  the  Burgh 
water  supply  by  having  the  drain  carrying  the  effluent  from 
the  cottage  to  the  effluent  drain  at  Clenries  formed  with  cement- 
jointed  fireclay  pipes  encased  in  concrete. 

Since  1935  the  waters  from  both  sources  have  been  taken 
into  a reservoir  situated  on  the  Fingland  Burn  below  Clenries. 
The  reservoir  has  3-4  days’  supply  only,  so  that  there  is  no 
opportunity  for  self-purification. 

The  purification  works  consist  of  three  slow  sand  filters 
having  a total  area  of  183  sq.  yards.  Having  regard  to  the 
average  daily  consumpt  of  the  Burgh,  it  is  clear  that  the  rate 
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of  filtration  is  too  high.  The  following  figures  show  the  average 
daily  consumpt  of  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1938  ... 

...  117,000  gallons. 

1943... 

...  120,000  gallons. 

1939  ... 

...  118,000  gallons. 

1944... 

...  119,000  gallons. 

1940  ... 

...  118,000  gallons. 

1945... 

...  132,000  gallons. 

1941  ... 

...  118,000  gallons. 

1946... 

...  156,000  gallons. 

1942  ... 

...  119,000  gallons. 

1947... 

...  151,000  galloas. 

Although  a higher  figure  is  permissible  in  the  case  of  stored  water 
from  a clean  source,  the  accepted  standard  for  works  similar  to 
those  at  Sanquhar  is  that  each  sq.  yard  of  filter  surface  should 
deal  effectively  with  500  gallons  of  water  in  24  hours.  At  the 
present  rate  of  consumpt  each  sq.  yard  must  deal  with  825 
gallons  in  24  hours,  and  the  rate  of  filtration  will  be  still  further 
increased  as  the  housing  programme  develops. 

The  clear  water  tank,  which  should  hold  one  day’s  supply, 
can  hold  only  approximately  one-third  of  a day’s  supply.  As 
1 foot  layer  of  water  in  the  tank  is  equivalent  to  2816  gallons, 
the  present  tank  would  require  to  be  53  feet  deep  to  hold  one 
day’s  supply. 

The  defects  at  the  works  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  supply  pipe  from  Mossholm  is  subject  to  damage. 

2.  It  is  possible  to  admit  water  from  the  Fingland  Bum  in  its 

lower  course  direct  into  the  reservoir. 

3.  The  reservoir  is  too  small  and  does  not  give  sufficient  storage. 

4.  The  rate  of  filtration  is  too  high. 

5.  The  clear  water  tank  is  too  small. 

Whatever  may  be  the  final  solution,  it  is  very  necessary 
that  further  safeguards  be  introduced  into  the  supply  to  increase 
the  margin  of  safety.  There  should  be  constructed,  as  a matter 
of  urgency,  an  additional  filter  or  a means  of  chlorinating  the 
water  in  the  clear  water  tank. 

Lockerbie  Water  Supply. 

The  attention  of  the  Town  Council  was  drawm  during  the 
year  to  the  unsatisfactory  results  obtained  from  Bacteriological 
examination  of  the  Burgh  water  supply.  No  fault  could  be 
found  iii  the  results  of  Chemical  analyses,  but  Bacteriological 
examination  revealed  a major  degree  of  pollution.  The  results 
of  routine  examination  of  the  Burgh  water  supply  are  summarised 
in  the  following  table  : 
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Following  the  very  unsatisfactory  sample  received  on  24th 
November,  1947,  further  samples  of  the  supply,  taken  at  various 
stages  of  treatment,  were  submitted  to  Bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Point  of  Sampling. 

Presumptive 
B.  Coli. 

Typical 
B.  Coli. 

Agar 

at 

37°  C. 

Agar  at 
Room 

Temperature. 

Near  Inlet  of  Reservoir 

180  + 

180  + 

224 

768 

Near  Outlet  of  Reservoir  . . . 

50 

50 

160 

24 

Before  Filtration 

35 

7 

48 

88 

After  Filtration 

17 

17 

16 

10 

Tap  in  Burgh 

11 

8 

20 

48 

It  is  apparent  that  the  fault  lies  in  the  speed  of  filtration, 
which  is  too  high.  It  is  estimated  that  the  average  daily  con- 
sumpt  of  the  Burgh  is  185,000  gallons,  and  to  give  this  amount 
each  sq.  yard  of  filtering  surface  must  deal  with  700  gallons  each 
day.  It  is  usually  considered  that  for  works  of  this  kind  each 
sq.  yard  of  open  sand  filters  should  effectively  treat  only  about 
500  gallons  each  day.  The  condition  is  further  aggravated  in 
that,  because  of  overwork,  the  filters  require  more  frequent 
cleaning  and  thereby  the  surface  film  that  forms  the  effective 
part  of  the  filter  is  too  often  disturbed. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  Town  Council  that  either  the 
filtering  area  be  increased  or  a means  of  chlorinating  the  supply 
be  installed. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

A total  of  12,735,948  gallons  of  milk  was  produced  in  the 
County  during  the  year.  This  falls  slightly  short  of  last  year's 
total  of  12,874,548  gallons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  782  registered  dairy  farms, 
607  of  which  were  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” dairies.  In  other 
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words,  slightly  over  77%  of  the  dairies  in  the  County  are  now 
producing  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk. 

Another  dairy  adopting  the  “ Milking  Parlour  ” system  of 
milking  was  put  into  operation  during  the  year.  There  are  now 
6 dairies  in  the  County  with  “ Milking  Parlours.” 

The  new  dairy  premises  constructed  were  ah  finished  out 
to  comply  with  Dairy  Bye-laws’  requirements  and  on  modern 
fines. 

The  creameries  at  Sanquhar,  Lockerbie,  and  Cowhill  were 
operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Samples  taken  of  milk 
treated  at  the  creameries  ah  proved  satisfactory.  The  works 
of  alteration  at  Sanquhar  Creamery  have  now  been  completed,, 
and  the  premises  and  equipment  are  very  up  to  date. 

Testing  of  Non-designated  Milk. 

In  order  to  facilitate  better  supervision  of  the  quality  of 
“ ordinary  ” milk  the  Secretary  of  State  recommended  that  a 
standard  test  should  now  be  apphed  to  this  type  of  milk.  The 
test  decided  upon  was  the  Methylene  Blue  (Hiscox)  Test,  which 
gives  a reasonable  indication  as  to  the  cleanhness  of  milk  and 
its  keeping  quahties.  In  the  meantime  the  test  is  only  pro- 
visional, but  it  is  likely  that  this  or  some  similar  test  wih  become 
a statutory  requirement.  As  the  test  is  regarded  as  ancillary 
to  testing  carried  out  under  the  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme, 
most  of  the  testing  in  this  County  is  confined  to  milk  supphes 
from  retailers  and  producer-retailers  whose  milk  is  not  tested 
at  the  creameries  under  the  scheme.  A start  was  made  with  the 
testing  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  and  of  141  samples 
taken  35  proved  unsatisfactory.  It  is  hoped  that  the  percent- 
age of  unsatisfactory  samples  will  be  reduced  when  it  becomes 
more  widely  known  that  “ ordinary  ” milk  is  now  being  tested.. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

Milk  supphed  to  the  schools  is  almost  wholly  “ Tuberculin 
Tested,”  and  of  265  school  milk  samples  taken  43  (16%)  proved 
unsatisfactory.  15  supphes  were  concerned  with  the  43  unsatis- 
factory samples,  and  in  nearly  every  case,  following  a visit  to 
the  dairy,  the  repeat  sample  proved  satisfactory. 
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Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to 
milk  supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  316.  This 
figure  is  made  up  of  notifications  from  the  various  creameries  as 
follows  : — Sanquhar,  36  ; Lockerbie,  132  ; Cowhill,  2 ; Carnation 
Milk  Factory,  145  ; and  Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire  Dairy 
Company,  1.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  214  of  the  total  316 
notifications  were  received  during  the  warm  spell  of  weather  from 
the  latter  part  of  July  until  September.  Furthermore,  96  of 
the  214  notifications  referred  to  were  as  a result  of  the  milk 
supplies  concerned  failing  to  pass  the  platform  test  when  received 
at  the  creameries.  The  chief  reason  for  this  during  the  warm 
spell  was  improper  cooling  of  the  milk.  It  was  found  that  in 
many  cases  the  water  supply  was  incapable  of  cooling  the  milk 
to  a temperature  where  it  would  have  a reasonable  chance  of 
keeping.  Much  milk  was  therefore  wasted,  and  it  seems  rather 
a pity  that  an  efficient  and  not  too  costly  type  of  mechanical 
cooler  cannot  be  devised  to  replace  the  water  wasting,  and  rather 
antiquated,  method  of  water  cooling. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934. 

The  Order  has  been  generally  complied  with  except  for  the 
fault  of  non-sealing  of  milk  churns  sent  by  common  carrier  to 
the  creameries. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland),  1936-1944. 

During  the  year  85  producer’s  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences 
were  granted.  Of  these,  12  were  new  farmers  taking  over  where 
the  previous  farmer  had  held  a “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licence, 
and  14  were  changes  in  the  name  of  the  licensed  producer.  Thus 
59  entirely  new  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences  were  issued. 
These  were  made  up  of  “ Ordinary  ” and  “ Standard  ” dairies 
upgraded  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” and  new  dairies  which  went 
right  on  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  production. 

Eight  producer’s  “ Standard  ” licences  were  granted,  of 
which  6 were  “ Ordinary  ” dairies  upgraded  to  “ Standard,’’ 

1 was  an  alteration  in  the  name  of  the  producer  and  the  other 
was  a new  dairy  which  qualified  for  a “ Standard  ” licence. 
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One  licence  was  suspended  during  the  year  because  of 
unsatisfactory  milk  samples  and  methods  of  production  at  the 
dairy  concerned. 

There  were  1986  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year,  164  of 
which  were  qualifying  samples  from  producers  applying  for 
licences  imder  the  Special  Designations  Orders.  The  number 
of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  369,  which  represents  18'5%  of 
the  total  samples  taken.  These  results  show  that  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  being  maintained  in  most  dairies  in 
the  County. 

The  table  overleaf  is  a monthly  record  of  samples  taken 
under  the  Orders,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  most  unsatisfactory 
results  were  obtained  during  the  warm  weather,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  testing  under  the  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  This 
was  due  in  large  measure  to  inadequate  cooling  of  milk  by  means 
of  water  coolers. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


County  Health  Office, 
County  Buildings, 


Dumfries. 


To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1947.  The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland. 

In  all  branches  of  the  Department  s work  the  year  under 
review  has  been  a very  busy  one,  but  particular  reference  must 
be  made  regarding  the  amount  of  work  done  in  connection  with 
housing. 

I have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation 
and  valuable  services  rendered  by  all  members  of  the  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  WILSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  for  the 
first  time  in  1947  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Particulars  of  these  houses  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


(1)  Local  Authority  Houses  occupied  for  the  first  time 
between  January,  1947,  and  December,  1947. 


Type- 

Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Temporary — “ Uniseco  ” . 

. 3 apt.  ... 

Brydekirk 

...  10 

3 apt.  ... 

Templand 

...  10 

3 apt.  ... 

Clarencefield... 

...  10 

3 apt.  ... 

Kirk  ton 

...  10 

3 apt.  ... 

Burnhead  (Auldgirth)  12 

3 apt.  ... 

Hightae 

...  20 

3 apt.  ... 

Gretna 

...  6 

Temporary— Aluminium  . 

. 3 apt.  ... 

Eastriggs 

...  42 

3 apt.  ... 

Thornhill 

...  10 

130 

Permanent— Traditional  . 

. 4 apt.  ... 

Brydekirk 

...  6 

4 apt.  ... 

Thornhill 

...  8 

14 

Swedish  Timber 

. 4 apt.  ... 

Penpont 

6 

4 apt.  ... 

Amisfield 

...  10 

4 apt.  ... 

Canonbie 

...  10 

26 

Total 

...  170 
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(2)  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  occupied 

FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1947,  AND 

December,  1947. 

(a)  With  assistance  under  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population) 


(Scotland)  Act,  1938. 

Type.  Size.  Situation.  No. 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  4 apt.  ...  Lochmaben  Parish  ...  1 

4 apt.  ...  Tinwald  Parish  ...  8 

4 apt.  ...  Torthorwald  Parish...  3 

3 apt.  ...  Dalton  Parish  ...  1 
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(b)  Without  assistance. 

Type.  Size.  Situation.  No. 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  4 apt.  ...  Dumfries  Parish  ...  1 

4 apt.  ...  Dunscore  Parish  ...  1 

4 apt.  ...  Ewes  Parish  ...  1 

4 apt.  ...  Torthorwald  Parish...  1 

3 apt.  ...  Torthorwald  Parish...  1 

3 apt.  ...  Tynron  Parish  ...  1 


6 

PLANS. 

During  the  year  348  jilans  were  submitted  for  examination. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  their  consideration. 

These  plans  have  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  the  light  of  the  Bye-laws,  the  Factories  Act,  the  Shops  Act, 
the  Housing  Acts  and  other  statutes.  The  principal  concern 
of  this  Department  is  the  provision  of  a wholesome  water  supply, 
efficient  drainage,  safe  and  final  disposal  of  effluent,  and  matters 
concerned  with  Public  Health. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
work  shown  on  the  plans  : 
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No.  of 


Nature  of  the  Proposed  Work.  Plans. 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Privately  owned)  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  Permanent  Houses  (State-aided)  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Privately  owned)  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Permanent  Houses  (L.A.  Schemes)  ...  ...  ...  10 

Conversion  of  Business,  etc.,  Premises  into  Dwellings 

(Privately  owned)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Alterations  and  Improvements  to  Existing  Dwellings  ...  205 
Alterations  and  Improvements  to  Existing  Bothies 
New  Bothies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Sawmill  Accommodation,  Youth  HosteLs, 

Camps  and  Huts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Retail  Shops)  ...  ...  6 

Alterations  to  Existing  Business  Premises  (excluding  Retail 

Shops)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

New  Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alterations  to  Existing  Retail  Shops  ... 

New  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alterations  to  Existing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises)  ...  ...  14 

Alterations  to  Existing  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy 

Premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Alterations  to  Existing  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Kitchens  and  Dining  Centres  for  Schools  ...  ...  4 

New  Garages  (Private)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


Total 


348 


HOUSING  ACTS. 

Eighty-six  houses  were  surveyed  under  the  Housing  Acts 
and  38  houses  were  re-surveyed.  This  survey  in  respect  of 
a house  is  a complete  and  detailed  report  embracing  structure, 
accommodation,  sanitary  facilities,  lighting,  ventilation,  water 
supply,  drainage,  etc.,  with  list  of  defects. 

Official  representations  (in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1930)  were  made  in  respect  of  62  unsatisfactory  houses. 
51  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  3 houses  were  the  subjects 
of  Closing  Orders.  In  4 instances  undertakings  were  accepted 
from  the  owners  of  unsatisfactory  dwellings. 
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A number  of  houses  which  were  the  subjects  of  Demolition 
or  Closing  Orders  became  re-occupied  following  the  re-housing 
of  the  original  occupiers  and  prior  to  the  owners  taking  action 
as  required  by  the  Housing  Acts.  So  far  as  is  known,  rent  is 
not  being  charged  for  these  houses.  This  situation  is  entirely 
due  to  the  extreme  housing  shortage  and  presents  the  difficulty 
that,  before  demolition  or  conversion  of  these  dwellings  is 
possible,  the  unauthorised  occupiers  would  require  to  find  other 
accommodation  or  be  re-housed  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Over  200  visits  were  made  to  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
selected  for  tenancy  of  new  municipal  houses,  and  the  Council 
advised  as  to  any  statutory  action  considered  desirable  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  This  has  now  become  standard  practice 
and  all  houses  occupied  by  selected  tenants  are  visited.  In 
addition,  municipal  houses  vacated  are  likewise  inspected  prior 
to  re-occupation. 


TENTS,  VANS,  AND  SHEDS. 

Periodic  inspections  were  made  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds 
used  for  human  habitation.  For  the  most  part  these  were  at 
sawmills.  In  addition,  visits  were  made  to  an  ex-W.D.  camp 
adapted  by  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  dwelling-houses.  In 
no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action. 

SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

\ isits  were  paid  to  one  farm  in  the  County  in  connection 
with  the  accommodation  of  seasonal  workers  engaged  in  potato- 
gathering. These  workers  were  housed  in  the  farm  buildings 
and  living  under  fairly  satisfactory  conditions,  so  that  no  action 
required  to  be  taken  by  this  Department. 

DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  1734  tests  were  carried  out  on  drainage 
and  plumbing  systems  at  dwelling-houses,  factories  and  other 
premises. 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  Report,  this  work  has  taken 
llp  a considerable  portion  of  the  Inspectors’  time,  as  it  calls  for 
care  and  patience  in  the  checking  of  levels  and  in  ascertaining 
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that  the  work  is  in  accordance  with  the  approved  plan.  There 
was,  however,  a marked  improvement  in  the  supply  of  “ special  ” 
fittings  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  with  consequent 
discontinuance  of  improvisation  and  return  to  standard  practice. 

In  addition  to  visits  for  the  purpose  of  testing,  90  additional 
visits  were  made  at  the  request  of  property  owners  and  con- 
tractors to  advise  on  drainage  problems,  and  98  visits  were  made 
to  Municipal  housing  sites  to  advise  as  to  the  most  practical  and 
economic  lay-out  of  drainage. 

In  the  case  of  temporary  housing  sites,  drainage  plans  were 
prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  responsible  Ministry  of  Works 
representative.  For  each  particular  type  of  permanent  house 
being  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  a drainage  plan  was  pre- 
pared. This  was  adopted  by  the  County  Architect.  The 
object  in  preparing  these  lay-outs  was  an  endeavour  to  evolve 
standardised  drainage  in  all  Local  Authority  and  Ministry  of 
Works  schemes  throughout  the  County  so  that  efficient  main- 
tenance should  present  no  problems  and  also  in  order  that  con- 
tractors coming  into  the  area  for  the  first  time  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the'  Bye-laws.  The 
object  of  this  Department  has  been  to  get  as  high  a standard 
of  workmanship  as  possible  so  as  to  keep  maintenance  costs  at 
a minimum. 


Thirty-nine  applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the 
Council’s  sewers  were  dealt  with,  entailing  visits  in  many 
instances  to  the  properties  concerned  and  investigation  of  the 
existing  sanitary  facilities  and  drainage  arrangements. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
water  main  pipes,  dealt  with  by  this  Department  during  the 
year,  numbered  81.  The  structural  condition  of  the  dwelling- 
house  being  supplied  was  reported  on,  this  being  the  factor 
deciding  whether  the  owner  be  called  upon  to  introduce  the 
supply  to  fittings  within  the  house  or  be  allowed  to  fit  an  out- 
side standpipe  with  spill-vrater  drainage,  this  latter  as  a 
temporary  expedient.  In  the  case  of  premises  other  than 
dwelling-houses,  the  adequacy  of  the  existing  drainage  arrange- 
ments were  ascertained. 
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Samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  as  follows  : — 

1.  Routine  samples  from  Special  Water  Districts  in  the 

County  (excluding  the  Burghs)  submitted  for  Chemical 
and  Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  68 

2.  Samples  from  existing  private  supplies  and  from  proposed 

new  sources  of  supply  submitted  for  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...121 

3.  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  examination  only  ...  5 

4.  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  only  ...  2 

In  the  case  of  samples  procured  from  sources  other  than 
Local  Authority  supplies,  details  of  the  catchment  area  are 
provided  and  a sketch  of  the  area  prepared. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-two  visits  were  made  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  water  supplies. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  66,838  animals  were  slaughtered,  of  which 
2482  were  cattle,  49,508  were  sheep,  and  14,848  were  pigs. 

The  following  table  (Table  I.)  shows  the  various  classes  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  wholly  or 
partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  and/or  injury  : — 

Table  I. 


Animals 

Slaughtered. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  Lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle  ... 

913 

15 

35 

6,707 

Calves  ... 

1,569 

16 

2 

713 

Sheep  ... 

49,508 

28 

16 

809 

Pigs  ... 

14,848 

5 

704 

10,506 

Amount  of  Offal  condemned  (Livers,  Lungs  and  Intestines)  9,428 


Total  amount  of  Fresh  Meat  condemned  28,163 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  imported  meat  was  examined 
at  Thornhill  Abattoir  and  Thornhill  Bacon  Factory,  as  follows  : — 
3894  carcases  of  sheep,  1324  pig  carcases,  1084  part  carcases  of 
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cattle,  45  cases  of  frozen  liver  and  22,935  tins  of  meat. 
Particulars  of  these  are  given  in  Table  II. 

Table  II. 


Carcase 

Meat, 

etc. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  Lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle,  parts 
of 

1,084 

18 

1,930 

Sheep 

Carcases  ... 

3,894 

3 

20 

Pig  Carcases 

1,324 

. . . 

10 

80 

Frozen  Liver, 
Cases 

45 

Tinned  Meat, 
Tins 

22,935 

188 

... 

1,335 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

3,365 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on  request,  the 
following  foods  were  examined  in  retail  shops  and  seized  with 
the  consent  of  the  vendors  : — 


Tinned  Meats  ... 

...  31 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

56 

lbs. 

12 

ozs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

...  90 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fish  ... 

...  25 

lbs. 

11 

ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

91 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

Tinned  Jams  ... 

...  32 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

Fresh  Fruit 

...  363 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Dried  Fruit 

2 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Fresh  Fish 

...  84 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

...  58 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Tinned  Soups 

16 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Other  Foods  ... 

...  292 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Total 

...  1144 

lbs. 

5 

ozs. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
during  1947  was  14  tons,  11  cwts.,  5 stones,  10  lbs.,  5 ozs. 


77 


The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods  was  501. 

MEAT  STORES. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932. 

Under  these  regulations  no  person  other  than  a person 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  meat  or  meat  food  products 
from  any  vehicle,  etc.,  unless  he  holds  a certificate  from  the 
local  authority  of  the  area  in  which  the  accommodation,  used 
by  him  for  the  storage  of  meat,  etc.,  is  situated  approving  such 
accommodation.  There  is  only  one  such  store  in  the  County 
of  Dumfries.  This  is  constructed  of  wood  and  does  not  in 
every  respect  conform  with  modern  requirements.  Plans 
have  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by,  the  local  authority 
for  a new  store  constructed  on  modern  fines  to  replace  the 
existing  one,  and  as  soon  as  the  promoter  obtains  the  necessary 
licence  the  construction  will  be  commenced. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-houses.— At  December,  1947,  there  were  six 
slaughter-houses  in  the  County,  excluding  the  Burghs.  Two  of 
these  have  not  been  in  use  since  1938.  All  the  slaughter-houses 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Thornhill  belonging  to  the 
Local  Authority  are  privately  owned. 

Other  Offensive  Trades. — At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were 
four  firms  in  the  County  who  carry  on  one  or  more  of  the 
businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
as  coming  within  the  definition  of  offensive  trades. 

The  following  is  a fist  of  the  offensive  trades  carried  on  : — 


Bone  Boilers 

...  1 

Blood  Boilers 

...  1 

Tallow  Melters 

...  3 

Manure  Manufacturer 

...  1 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors 

...  1 

Knackers 

...  1 

9 

Tripe  Cleaners 

...  1 



No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding 
offensive  smells  from  any  of  the  aforementioned  premises.  They 
are  periodically  inspected  and  any  defects  found  reported  on. 

Some  of  the  premises  are  of  out-of-date  construction,  but 
at  two  of  these  a start  has  been  made  with  works  of  improve- 
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ment  (1)  by  the  demolition  of  an  obsolete  part  of  the  factory 
which  was  condemned  by  this  Department  a number  of  years 
ago  and  the  erection  on  the  site  of  vermin- proof  buildings  of 
modern  design,  and  (2)  by  the  provision  of  new  plant  for  the 
extraction  and  rendering  innocuous  of  offensive  vapours 
generated  in  the  course  of  the  preparation  of  fertilisers,  etc. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

On  account  of  the  pressure  of  other  work  it  has  not  yet 
been  found  possible  to  undertake  a systematic  inspection  of 
factories  in  the  County,  of  which  there  are  118  mechanical  and 
37  non-mechanical,  as  well  as  18  of  works  of  building  construction, 
a total  of  173. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  factories  during  the  year  was 
30,  made  chiefly  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  sanitary 
accommodation.  Amelioration  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
was  achieved  without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 

During  the  year  two  plans  for  new  factories  and  sixteen 
plans  in  respect  of  additions  and  alterations  to  existing  factories 
were  submitted. 

No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  during  1947. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS  AND  HOUSES. 

It  is  now  the  practice  of  this  Department,  when  persons  are 
being  re  housed  in  municipal  houses,  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  visit  the  dwellings  occupied  by  the  selected  tenants  prior  to 
their  removal  to  the  new  houses.  Municipal  houses  assigned  to 
new  tenants  are  also  inspected  if  these  have  been  occupied 
previously.  A thorough  examination  of  the  dwelling  and  the 
furnishings  is  carried  out  to  ascertain  if  these  are  infested  by  bed 
bugs  or  other  domestic  pests.  A system  has  now  been  evolved  to 
deal  with  the  disinfestation  of  premises  and  effects,  utilising  the 
latest  insecticides  and  the  best  known  methods  of  extermination. 

Two  houses  were  dealt  with  following  the  discover}^  of  bed 
bug  infestation. 

No  verminous  person  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

FILTHY  HOUSES. 

Eleven  visits  were  paid  to  houses  not  being  kept  in  a clean 
and  wholesome  condition.  A number  of  houses  which  require 
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periodic  visiting  to  ensure  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness 
are  occupied  by  old  and  infirm  persons. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Two  hundred  and  twelve  complaints  of  defects  and  insanitary 
conditions  were  investigated  during  the  year. 

The  undernoted  tabulated  statement  shows  the  nature  of 


the  various  complaints  : — 

(a)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  48 

(b)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(c)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Nuisances  caused  by  the  keeping  of  domestic  animals  2 

(e)  Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

<f)  Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(g)  Structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

(h)  Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(i)  Infestations  by  household  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(j ) Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(k)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total  212 


Where  the  complaints  were  justified  and  action  could  be 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  or  other 
enactments,  intimation  was  sent  to  the  person  or  persons 
responsible.  In  only  one  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take 
the  statutory  action  necessary  for  a prosecution. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  we  experienced  a severe  storm 
in  which  a number  of  animals  were  drowned  and  their  carcases 
washed  ashore  in  the  Solway  Firth.  To  prevent  nuisances 
arising,  these  carcases  were  removed  at  the  instance  of  this 
Department  and  dealt  with  either  by  burial,  incineration  or 
removal  to  the  local  knackery. 
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SMALL  BURGHS. 


In  the  case  of  Lochmaben,  Sanquhar  and  Langholm,  where 
there  is  no  Resident  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  duties  are  carried 
out  by  members  of  the  County  Sanitary  Staff.  The  reports 
on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  these  Burghs  have  been  compiled 
by  Mr  George  Wilson,  Chief  County  Sanitary  Inspector.  Owing 
to  the  death  of  Mr  Sanson,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Moffat,  the 
report  on  that  Burgh  has  also  been  prepared  by  Mr  Wilson. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was 
43  (32  males,  11  females),  of  which  3 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  19  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  46  (26  males, 
20  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 
16  ; Cancer,  7 ; Apoplexy,  5.  Three  children  under  1 year 
of  age  died. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Only  4 patients  were  notified  during  the  year  as  suffering 
from  infectious  disease — 2 from  Erysipelas  and  2 from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — The  total  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied 
for  the  first  time  in  1947  was  25.  They  are  temporary  houses 
of  the  “ Uniseco  ” type. 

Plans.  — Eight  plans  were  submitted  for  examination. 
Reports  on  these  were  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  for 
their  consideration.  The  plans  submitted  were  in  connection 
with  (1)  Alterations  to  existing  premises,  (2)  New  local  authority 
housing  scheme,  (3)  Conversion  of  a store  into  a dwelling-house, 
(4)  Alterations  to  existing  dwelling,  and  (5)  Alterations  to  a 
public  building. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  in  connection  with  the 
submission  of  plans  was  24. 
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Drainage. — 19  visits  were  made  to  advise  as  to  the  best 
lay-out  of  drainage — 12  at  the  local  authority  housing  site  and 
7 at  privately  owned  premises.  89  tests  of  drainage  and 
plumber  work  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply.— 4 samples  of  the  water  supply  for  the  Burgh 
were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis. 

Unsound  Food. — At  the  request  of  the  shopkeepers 
quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  examined,  and  the  following  were 
seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 28  lbs.  of  fish,  6 lbs. 
14  ozs.  of  tinned  foods,  and  5 lbs.  of  other  foods — a total  of 
39  lbs.  14  ozs. 

Factories  Act. — No  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year,  and  owing  to  the  time  of  the  inspectorate  being  fully 
employed  on  housing  and  other  sanitary  work  it  was  found 
impossible  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  factories. 

General. — During  the  year  9 visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  complaints  of  the  dirty  condition  of  dwelling-houses  and 
business  premises.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take 
legal  action. 


BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  22 
(11  males,  11  females),  of  which  1 was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  18  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  22  (9  males, 

13  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 

10  ; Cancer,  4 ; and  Apoplexy,  3.  1 child  under  1 year  died. 

Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  16  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received.  6 patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  3 from 
Pneumonia,  3 from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  1 from 
Poliomyelitis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh.  • 

Housing. — No  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  for 
the  first  time  during  1947.  16  plans  were  submitted  during  the 

year,  and  reports  on  same  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
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local  authority.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  work  shown  on  the  plans  : — 


New  Business  Premises...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Existing  Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  Permanent  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Permanent  House  (Local  Authority)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Existing  Dwellings 


Total  . . . 


16 


Twenty-eights  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  plans 
and  13  visits  in  connection  with  completed  work. 

Drainage. — During  the  year  the  drainage  systems  of  6 houses 
were  examined  and  53  tests  of  drainage  and  plumber  work  carried 
out  in  connection  with  new  work  and  alterations  to  premises. 

Water  Supply. — No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the 
water  supply  during  the  year  under  review. 


Unsound  Food.— The  following  tins  of  foodstuffs  on 
examination  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  were  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  statutory  require- 
ments : — 


Tinned  Meat  ... 

Tinned  Fish  ... 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

Tinned  Meat  and  Vegetables 
Tinned  Soup  ... 


1 lb. 

9 lbs.  12  ozs. 
7 lbs.  4 ozs. 

2 lbs.  14  ozs. 
5 lbs. 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  lbs.  14  ozs. 


Factories  Act. — Owing  to  the  staff  being  employed  in 
housing  and  other  sanitary  work  no  routine  inspection  of  factories 
could  be  undertaken,  but  I have  to  report  that  no  complaints 
regarding  the  factories  in  the  Burgh  were  received  during  the 
year. 

Disinfections. — 8 disinfections  were  carried  out  following 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

General. — 1 complaint  was  received  regarding  a choked 
sewer,  but  the  obstruction  had  been  removed  before  the  time 
of  the  Inspector’s  visit.  2 existing  houses  were  re-surveyed. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  34 
f20  male,  14  female),  of  which  3 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  14  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  24  (10  males, 
14  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  8 ; 
Cancer,  3 ; and  Apoplex}^  2.  1 child  under  1 year  died. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  11  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received.  1 patient  suffered  from  Poliomyelitis,  2 from  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  3 from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh. 

Staff. — The  Burgh  Staff  consists  of  1 Burgh  Surveyor, 
1 Sanitary  Inspector,  and  9 regular  employees. 

Housing. — 15  temporary  houses  of  the  “ Arcon  ” type  were 
completed  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  1947.  During  the 
year  12  applications  to  carry  out  improvements  were  submitted 
and  approved  by  the  local  authority.  The  following  table 
gives  particulars  of  the  nature  of  the  work  stated  in  the 


applications  No  of 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work.  Plans. 

Formation  of  Bathrooms  in  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  3 

Construction  of  Lavatories,  etc.,  in  Schools  ...  ...  ...  1 

Conversion  of  Houses  into  Flats  2 

Erection  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  in  Hotels  ...  ...  1 

New  School  Dining  Halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Alterations  to  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Erection  of  Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Erection  of  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Alterations  to  Shop  Premises 1 

Total  12 


Drainage. — Regarding  the  complaint  by  a local  nurseryman 
of  the  effluent  pipe  from  the  sewage  works  being  in  a defective 
and  leaking  condition,  particulars  of  which  were  given  in  last 
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year’s  annual  report,  the  complaint  has  been  attended  to  and 
the  necessary  repairs  carried  out  to  the  effluent  pipe. 

Water  Supply. — 4 routine  samples  of  the  water  supply  to 
the  Burgh  were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Unsound  Food. — In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on 
request  the  following  foods  were  examined  and  seized  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  with  the  consent  of  the  vendors  : — 


Tinned  Meats 
Tinned  Fruit  ... 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Fish  ... 
Tinned  Milk  ... 
Tinned  Jam  ... 
Tinned  Soups 
Fresh  Fish 


12  lbs.  0 ozs. 
9 lbs.  4 ozs. 
63  lbs.  2 ozs. 
. 22  lbs.  0 ozs. 

19  lbs.  2 ozs. 
3 lbs.  8 ozs. 
16  lbs.  0 ozs. 
. 215  lbs.  0 ozs. 


Total  ...  ...  ...  360  lbs.  0 ozs. 


Factories  Act. — There  are  in  the  Burgh  13  mechanical  and 
4 non-mechanical  factories.  No  complaints  regarding  the 
factories  were  received  during  1947. 

Cleansing. — Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  streets  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  where  a daily 
collection  of  refuse  is  made.  In  addition,  a weekly  collection 
of  waste  paper  is  carried  out,  the  clean  paper  being  baled  and 
dispatched  by  rail.  The  method  of  collection  of  refuse  and 
salvage  gives  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging- 
houses  in  the  Burgh,  but  there  is  a resthouse  where  vagrants 
are  given  shelter  for  the  night.  The  resthouse  is  of  modern 
construction  and  is  well  maintained. 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  mimber  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  ■was  47 
(30  males,  17  females),  of  which  1 was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  18  marriages  were  registered. 
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Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  18  (12  males, 
6 females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  6 ; 
Cancer,  2 ; and  Road  Transport  Accidents,  2.  4 children  under 

1 year  died. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Nine  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  during 
the  year.  4 patients  suffered  from  Pneumonia  and  1 each  from 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  for 
the  first  time  in  1947. 

Plans.  — During  the  year  17  plans  were  submitted  for 
examination.  Reports  on  the  plans  were  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  local  authority  for  their  consideration. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  proposed  work 


shown  on  the  plans  : — -j^0  £ 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work.  Plans. 

(a)  Alterations  to  Existing  Business  Premises  ...  ...  g 

(b)  Alterations  to  Existing  Factories  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  1 

(d)  New  Permanent  Houses  (Local  Authority)  3 

(e)  Alterations  to  Existing  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  4 

(f)  New  Retail  Shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(g)  Others  2 


In  connection  with  the  aforementioned  plans  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  paid  44  visits. 

Drainage. — 17  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  existing 
drainage  and  the  necessary  inspection  carried  out  in  each  case. 
105  tests  of  draihage  and  plumberwork  were  made  in  connection 
with  reconstruction  work  and  at  the  local  authority’s  housing 
site. 

Water  Supply.— 4 routine  samples  of  the  water  supply  to 
the  Burgh  were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis.  14  visits 
‘were  made  to  the  water  works  during  the  year.  A full  report 
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on  the  water  supply  will  be  found  in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
annual  report. 

Unsound  Food. — At  the  request  of  shopkeepers  or  in  course 
of  routine  visits  to  their  premises,  151  lbs.  of  fresh  fruit,  18  lbs. 
of  tinned  food,  and  3|  lbs.  of  other  foods — a total  of  172|  lbs. — 
was  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Factories  Act. — Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work  no 
inspections  of  factories  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

General. — 67  visits  were  made  re  complaints  of  defects  and 
nuisances,  and  reports  on  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  were 
furnished.  The  complaints  consisted  mainly  of  defective  and 
choked  drainage,  dampness  and  structural  defects  in  dwellings, 
etc.  In  only  1 case  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  a statutory 
notice.  3 houses  were  disinfected  following  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  94 
(46  males,  48  females),  of  which  5 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  50  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  70  (30  males, 
40  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  24  ; 
Cancer,  10  ; Apoplexy,  7.  6 children  under  1 year  died. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  15  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received — 7 of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4 of  Pneumonia,  and 
2 of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  James 
Rodger,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Annan  : — 

Water  Supply. — Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  Burgh 
boundaries  the  Town  Council  are  considering  the  improving  of 
their  works  at  Landheads  to  give  a sufficient  filtering  area  and 
adequate  clear  water  storage  accommodation. 

Quarterly  samples  of  the  water  supply  have  been  examined 
bacteriologicallv  and  chemically.  These  examinations  indicate 
that  the  water  is  in  every  way  suitable  for  domestic  use. 
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Drainage  System. — The  drainage  system  has  functioned 
fairly  well  and  has  been  regularly  supervised.  Since  the  con- 
struction of  the  reinforced  concrete  culvert  mentioned  in  my 
last  report,  there  has  been  no  heavy  flooding  as  occurred  after 
heavy  rainfall  prior  to  its  construction.  During  the  year  the 
Burgh  boundaries  have  been  extended  and  the  Town  Council, 
realising  that  increased  drainage  would  be  required  for  the  new 
area  and  for  housing  developments,  had  a survey  completed. 
Plans  and  estimates  were  prepared  and  are  now  awaiting  the 
approval  of  the  Department  of  Health. 

Sewerage  Purification  and  Disposal. — All  the  sewage  within 
the  Burgh  is  presently  discharged  into  the  River  Annan  at  a 
point  below  high  water  level,  from  whence  it  is  carried  to  the 
Solway  Firth.  The  sewage  disposal  is  all  by  gravitation  and 
there  have  been  no  complaints  regarding  this  method.  With  a 
view  to  bringing  the  system  up  to  modern  standard,  the  question 
of  a screening  and  purification  plant  has  been  contemplated  and 
it  is  hoped  at  some  future  date  that  the  construction  of  such  a 
plant  will  be  carried  out. 

Housing. — Like  a good  many  other  localities  throughout 
Scotland,  Annan  requires  a large  number  of  dwelling-houses  to 
accommodate,  under  modern  and  hygenic  conditions,  personnel 
who  have  applied  for  houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  applications 
for  Local  Authority  houses  totalled  564. 

During  the  year  16  houses  of  the  Swedish  type  were  com- 
pleted, giving  accommodation  to  55  persons  ; also  45  temporary 
houses  of  the  Uni-Seco  type,  supplying  accommodation  to  a 
further  147  persons. 

Further  schemes,  including  20  Cruden  houses  and  46  houses 
of  a permanent  type,  were  approved,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
large  number  of  these  will  be  completed  during  1948. 

Further  schemes  are  also  contemplated,  and  a survey  and 
plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  houses  at  Silverlaw 
and  Greenlea  sites,  which  have  been  acquired  by  the  local 
authority. 

Drain  Testing. — All  new  and  altered  drains  were  examined 
and  thoroughly  tested  by  smoke  testing  before  being  covered. 

Offensive  Trades. — During  the  year  the  trade  of  shrimp 
peeling  was  growing  in  extent  and  it  was  the  custom  to  distribute 


88 


the  shrimps  to  a fairly  large  number  of  houses  for  peeling  pur- 
poses. The  local  authority,  aware  that  such  a method  was  not 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  general  public,  considered  the  matter 
with  a view  to  some  other  method  being  adopted.  The  whole 
procedure  was  looked  into,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  con- 
siderable improvement  has  been  accomplished  in  that  several 
shrimp  peeling  premises  have  been  erected  and  other  premise.' 
adapted  to  the  industry  of  shrimp  peeling.  The  question 
of  disposal  of  shells  has  also  been  considered  and  it  is  contem- 
plated to  have  a special  collection  of  this  waste,  which  may  be 
disposed  of  profitably. 

There  is  also  a skin  works  within  the  Burgh  and  it  is  kept 
in  a clean  condition,  there  being  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Slaughter-house. — The  local  authority  own  the  Slaughter- 
house which  is  presently  occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The 
local  authority  have  supervision  of  the  premises,  which  are 
painted  and  lime-washed  periodically. 

During  the  year,  for  the  better  carrying  out  of  the  work  of 
slaughtering  during  the  winter  months,  electric  lighting  was 
introduced,  which  has  resulted  in  a great  benefit  to  the  workers. 
It  is  also  hoped  to  carry  out  alterations  to  the  roof  when  materials 
are  on  better  supply. 

During  1947  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered  : — 
Cattle  ...  ...  ...  868  Pigs 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  4410  Calves  ...  ...  ...  2653 

The  Slaughter-house  is  visited  regularly  by  the  Veterinary 
Surgeon  engaged  by  the  local  authority  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  all  carcases  before  they  are  distributed  to  the  various 
butchers  in  the  district. 

Scavenging. — The  refuse  of  the  Burgh  was  collected  during 
the  year  by  horse  and  cleansing  carts.  For  this  purpose  the 
Burgh  is  divided  into  two  areas  and  collections  made  twice 
weekly  from  each  area,  with  special  collections  each  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  for  salvage  materials.  The  local  authority 
during  the  year  ordered  a cleansing  motor  of  7 cubic  yard 
capacity,  and  this  was  delivered  during  the  last  week  in  December 
and  will  be  put  into  commission  during  1948. 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947,  the  following 
amounts  of  refuse  and  salvage  materials  were  collected  : 
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Household  Refuse 1873  loads 

Surplus  Materials  ...  ...  o lr>nrl« 

Waste  Paper  249 

The  refuse  of  the  Town  is  conveyed  to  an  incinerator,  where 
it  is  burned,  and  what  cannot  be  treated  there  is  taken  to  the 
Council’s  coup  situated  on  the  Burgh  Merse,  where  it  is  deposited 
in  layers  and  covered  to  avoid  spontaneous  combustion 

With  regard  to  the  streets,  all  classified  roads  are  cleansed 
daily  and  subsidiary  roads  receive  attention  as  required. 

The  gully  traps  throughout  the  Burgh  also  receive  attention 

and  during  the  year  it  has  been  found  necessary  in  some  easel 
to  renew  several. 


Schools.— Situated  within  the  Burgh  are  three  schools,  and 
they  have  been  kept  in  cleanly  condition.  For  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  school  children  a further  building,  built 
on  modern  lines,  has  been  commenced  and  is  now  nearing  com- 
petion.  The  new  canteen,  which  was  commenced  for  the 
purpose  of  serving  meals  to  the  children  from  the  outlying 
districts,  has  been  found  a great  asset  and  is  well  looked  after. 

if11™?1  Grounds-~Three  burial  grounds  are  situated*  within 
e Burgh  boundaries,  but  no  interments  have  been  carried  out 
all  burials  being  carried  out  in  a cemetery  placed  outside  the’ 
lown  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Comity  Council. 

Factory  and  Workshops.— Several  inspections  of  these 
premises  were  made  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  well  kept. 
Where  it  was  found  that  sanitary  conveniences  were  required 

fittedPr°Pnet0r8  W6re  n°tified  and  thG  necessary  conveniences 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  55 
(33  males,  22  females),  of  which  4 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  29  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  40  (21  males, 
19  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease  12  • 
Apoplexy,  8 ; and  Cancer,  5.  2 children  under  1 year  died. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  6 patients  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
infectious  disease — 2 from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1 each  from 
Diphtheria,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  D.  R.  Walker, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  from  a storage  reservoir 
of  15 1 million  gallons  capacity  and  controlling  a catchment  area 
of  650  acres.  Slow  sand  filters  are  provided  with  a total  area 
in  two  units  of  2400  square  feet.  After  filtration  the  water  is 
passed  into  twin  storage  tanks  which  have  a total  capacity  of 
240,000  gallons.  From  these  tanks  the  water  is  delivered  to 
the  distribution  mains  throughout  the  Town. 

A disturbing  factor  at  the  reservoir  is  the  presence  of  a 
Canadian  water  weed,  which  became  very  prolific  during  the 
summer  months.  So  much  so  that  I consulted  with  the  Medical 
Officer  and  Analyst,  but  it  was  thought  inadvisable  to  take 
any  steps  to  attempt  a remedy.  In  the  meantime  it  is  being 
kept  under  observation. 

An  intensive  inspection  of  water  fittings  and  mains,  coupled 
with  extensive  scouring,  has  had  a very  beneficial  effect  on  the 
water  supply  throughout  the  Town. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Purification.  — The  drainage  and 
sewage  system  is  in  good  working  order  and  has  satisfactorily 
fulfilled  its  function  without  giving  rise  to  any  nuisances  or 
complaints.  The  usual  routine  work  of  dragging  and  main- 
tenance has  been  carried  out.  All  connections  to  mains  and 

all  other  new  drainage  works  were  inspected  and  tested  before 
being  put  into  use. 

Disposal  Works. — The  disposal  works  for  the  sewage  from 
the  Town  is  situated  about  1 mile  outside  the  Burgh  boundary. 

During  the  winter  months  the  sludge  digestion  chambers 
and  large  sedimentation  tank  were  all  cleaned  out.  Tins  work 
is  carried  out  by  the  use  of  a power  driven  diaphragm  pump — 
a machine  which  has  proved  most  useful  for  this  work. 
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The  contact  beds,  8 in  number  and  in  batteries  of  4,  have 
been  regularly  chlorinated  and  the  sprinkler  arms  overhauled 
The  effluent  before  dilution  gives  a PH  value  of  7*5,  which  is 
satisfactory. 


Conveniences.— The  Town  is  now  fairly  well  provided  with 
public  conveniences.  A disturbing  feature,  however,  has  been 
the  amount  of  wilful  damage  done  to  the  fittings  in  the  gents’ 
lavatories.  This  is  a difficult  matter  to  deal  with  as  there  is 
no  full-time  attendant. 


Cleansing.— The  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  by  con- 
trolled tipping,  and  the  site  of  the  coup  is  about  2 miles  from 

the  Town.  The  refuse  is  collected  by  a modern  petrol  driven 
motor  vehicle. 

During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  attention  has 
been  paid  to  unserviceable  ash  buckets,  and  a large  number  of 
householders  have  been  called  upon  to  provide  themselves  with 
new  ones.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  the  local  authority 
carrying  a stock  of  ash  buckets  and  selling  them  direct  to  the 
householders  as  the  occasion  arose. 

Nuisances.— Several  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were 
leceived  and  investigated,  most  of  which  were  of  a minor  nature, 
and  remedied  on  verbal  notice  being  given  to  the  party 
responsible. 

One  smoke  nuisance  from  dairy  premises,  which  has  been 
troublesome  during  the  past  year,  has  not  yet  been  abated, 
although  the  firm  concerned  have  endeavoured  to  remedy  matters. 
So  far  they  have  not  been  successful.  The  chief  cause  of  the 
trouble  is,  I understand,  their  inability  to  procure  the  right 
quality  of  coal  required  for  their  boilers. 

Slaughter-house.— The  Slaughter-house,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council,  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  garbage  is  removed  regularly  by 
motor  vehicle  and  sold  to  a farmer  for  manure.  A full-time 
Superintendent  is  employed,  who  acts  as  Detention  Officer.  The 
inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Veterinary 
Officer,  who  makes  regular  visits  to  the  Slaughter-house. 

A feature  of  note  is  the  extensions  which  were  made  to  that 
part  of  the  premises  used  for  export  purposes.  Owing  to  the 
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large  amount  of  slaughtering  of  sheep  for  the  London  markets 
it  was  found  that  the  accommodation  was  inadequate,  and  a 
substantial  extension  was  made  to  the  south  end  of  the  building, 
which  considerably  increased  the  slaughtering  room  and  hanging 
space. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on 
within  the  Burgh. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— The  number  of  workshops,  now 
deemed  factories  under  the  Act,  situated  in  the  town  is  39. 
One  case  of  insufficient  ventilation  in  a sanitary  convenience 
was  dealt  with  and  rectified. 

Common  Lodging-house. — The  common  lodging-house  has 
been  closed,  and  there  seems  no  necessity  for  one  in  this  area. 

Burial  Grounds.  — There  is  one  burial  ground  situated 
within  the  Burgh,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  local 
authority.  Only  a very  few  old  residenters  have  rights  of 
burial,  as  it  is  now  closed. 

Schools. — Lockerbie  Academy  is  the  only  school  situated 
within  the  Burgh.  It  is  of  modern  construction  and  well  fitted 
with  up-to-date  sanitary  fittings. 

Housing. — In  spite  of  the  difficulties  confronting  local 
authorities  in  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  Town  Council 
have  done  everything  possible  to  push  on  construction.  During 
the  year  12  traditional  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied, 
and  a further  block  of  6 are  nearing  completion. 

In  non-traditional  construction  the  Council  have  a scheme 
of  24  Cruden  houses  which  are  well  advanced  and  should  all  be 
occupied  by  the  autumn. 


